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More than just art
Interior architecture majors display 1,500 pieces in on-campus gallery

Time is
precious
Junior guard Precious
Hall takes role as
women’s basketball
team leader
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University of Richmond
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dukes tip off

Maddy Eskew (left), a junior communication sciences and disorders major, and Rachel Kay, a junior interior architecture
major, view fiber art at the artWorks gallery on Friday, which featured interior architecture student and faculty work.
By Dominique
Lategano
The Breeze

The artWorks gallery overflowed with 1,500 pieces of
student work, showcasing the
talents of the interior architecture program as a whole. The
Council for Interior Architecture Accreditation arrived at
JMU on Friday evening to evaluate the work of JMU’s interior
architecture program.

Structured as an archive
show, the interior design
work represented a cross-section of student work as well
as work from full-time and
part-time faculty.The exhibit
included pieces ranging from
freshman entry-level to senior
thesis, as well as projects from
workshops and study abroad
programs. They were all related to water.
“I think it’s incredible,”

sports | 11

QUOTE OF THE DAY
I see a woman
who’s pregnant,
and I respect
the decision she
makes. I’m not
that woman. I
can’t tell her what
to do with her
body, with her
life.
opinion | 8

”

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

see gallery, page 10

Karl Beckett, a 32-yearold junior intelligence
analysis major, served
as an intelligence
specialist in the United
States Navy for 10
years and completed
a 337-day tour in
Afghanistan before
enrolling in JMU in
2010. Read his story.

Men’s and women’s basketball
set to start seasons Friday

“

Ashley Conroy, a junior health
sciences major, said. “I cannot
wrap my head around these
pieces because each one is so
intricate and abstract. The students put so much work into it
and it’s really neat to see it all
come together.”
Each of the projects
displayed came with a tantalizing backstory that could be

LIFE | 9

New digs on campus
By elliot mccallister
contributing writer

Want us to feature your
photo? Tag us @Breezejmu

TODAY WILL BE
Showers

49° / 26°
chance of rain: 40%

By wayne epps jr.
The Breeze

In the line of great players who
have come through the JMU women’s basketball program under head
coach Kenny Brooks, it has always
been next woman up.
First it was Tamera Young (200408), learning from Andrea Benvenuto
and Meredith Alexis (2003-07). Then
it was Dawn Evans (2007-11) learning
from Young, and Tarik Hislop (200913) learning from Evans. Finally, it
was Nikki Newman (2009-14) and
Kirby Burkholder (2010-14) learning
from Hislop.
Now, the spotlight turns to Precious Hall.
The junior guard grew up over the
last two years watching and learning
from Hislop, Newman and Burkholder. With all three gone, it’s her shot.
“I knew for us to be successful and
have the same kind of success we had
last year, we’re going to need the same
kind of leadership that we had from
last year,” Brooks said. “And [Hall] was
the prime candidate, because she’s
going to be our best player.”
Hall, the Colonial Athletic Association Preseason Player of the Year,
knows what’s expected of her. And it
starts with being more vocal, a step
she has already taken.

“We know Precious is
going to score, but
Precious also knows
that, defense-wise,
we need her to be
a top player.”
Angela Mickens
women’s basketball
junior guard

danielle epifanio / the breeze

Apartment-style dorms on West Grace Street will house 506 students

photo by tommy sheffield

Precious Hall was second on the team
last year with 13.5 points per game.

As next year’s leases are being
signed, JMU is hoping some students will consider the the new
Apartments on Grace Street,
which open in the fall.
Even with the vast amount
of off-campus housing options,
Kevin Meaney, director of the
Office of Residence Life, believes
the new apartments will provide
competition to other non-JMU
owned apartment complexes.
“The location can’t be beat.
The Quad is a two-minute walk
— Forbes [Center for the Performing Arts] and Duke Hall are
even closer,” Meaney said. “We

think the suggested price point,
plus the incredible location, will
make the apartments extremely
attractive to students.”
Located on West Grace Street,
the new apartment-style dorms
will house 506 students with
three different unit styles: twobedroom double occupancy,
one-bedroom occupancy and
two-bedroom single occupancy,
in which a resident will live with
a resident adviser.
Along with fully furnished
bedrooms, the apartments come
with a kitchen, a fully furnished
living room and one or two
bathrooms, depending on the
see grace, page 5

james chung / the breeze

The Apartments on Grace Street will include
a kitchen, living room, one or two bathrooms,
Wi-Fi and cable access for each unit.

“I know that, if I’m talking, that
they’ll listen to me and they’ll respect
me and I’ll respect them the same
way,” Hall said.
Brooks has worked with Hall on
what he wants from her as a leader.
He said her biggest growth in the
months since the Dukes exited the
NCAA tournament in March has been
her leadership capabilities. According
to Brooks, the team is going to go as
Hall goes this season.
“I used to always have to get on her
about having a disgusted look on her
face sometimes,” Brooks said. “And
I told her, to be a leader, people are
going to watch you. And ... if your
face looks angry, people are going to
anticipate that you are angry.”
Hall is already leading not just
vocally, but through her actions as
well. Brooks said she’s the first one
across the line in team sprints on the
court, flexing her muscle as the team’s
next role model.
Besides the influence of Hislop,
Newman and Burkholder, some of
that intensity likely dates back to Hall’s
early days as a basketball player. Her
father introduced her to the game.
A player himself, he took his young
daughter with him when he went to
play at various recreation centers.
see precious, page 12
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Correction
•
In Monday’s “Through the Lens” photo essay for the

KollaborAsian culture show, performer Yaeni Lim was
incorrectly identified as Yaeni Kim.
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“Our parents saw this thing go
up, and we’re seeing it go down
... world peace is coming close.
We won’t have an ‘evil empire’
anymore.”
— Andrew Lewis, sophomore

www.facebook.com/
TheBreezeJMU

“I think it’s a miracle. I never
thought that I would live to see
the opening of the borders ...
it’s another step toward
democracy in Eastern Europe”
—Dr. Donald Corbin, head of the
foreign language department

@TheBreezeJMU
@TheBreezeSports

@breezejmu

“I never thought I would see it
in my lifetime. Just seeing the
people standing on top of the
wall was really something.”
— Georgette Shapinas,
sophomore

www.youtube.com/user/
breezevideo

national news

World news

Ebola at top of
Senate agenda

YouTube to join Gun control
music stream
lawsuit in Pa.

Climate deal
Dozens dead in Two Israelis die
faces challenges school bombing in stabbing

Tribune News Service

Los Angeles Times

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Tribune News Service

Los Angeles Times

Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
might be Ebola-free but the
deadly virus was at the top of the
agenda Wednesday for the lameduck Congress.
In a hearing before a Senate
panel responsible for doling out
federal funds, lawmakers quizzed
senior administration officials
about how they planned to use
more than $6 billion in emergency funding requested by
President Barack Obama to contain Ebola at home and abroad.
Wednesday’s session was less
confrontational than past hearings examining government’s
response to Ebola. Lawmakers
from both sides of the aisle seemed
open to reaching rare accord on
the need for the money.

LOS ANGELES — YouTube,
the pioneer of free online videos
watched by millions of people, is
rolling out a subscription music
streaming service to compete
with stalwarts like Spotify.
The Internet giant, owned
by Google, will introduce early
next week a new service dubbed
YouTube Music Key for $9.99 a
month that will give users access
to a massive music catalog that
they can listen to on their smartphones or computers. YouTube’s
service will be on demand and
allow subscribers to listen to
music and watch videos without
commercials.
The move by Google comes
after more than a year of
speculation.

PHILADELPHIA — Five
Democratic state legislators
and the cities of Philadelphia
and Lancaster have filed suit to
block a new Pennsylvania state
law that greatly expands the ability of gun advocates — including
the National Rifle Association —
to challenge local attempts to
regulate firearms.
The law, passed in late
October, gives the NRA legal
standing to bring suits against
local municipalities that enact
their own gun laws and to
require those municipalities to
bear all legal costs should they
lose.
State Sen. Daylin Leach (D.,
Montgomery) called the law a
“gift to the NRA.”

BEIJING — A landmark
agreement on climate change
between the U.S. and China,
the world’s top two polluting nations, faced immediate
challenges from experts who
warned that it would require
an overhaul of China’s economy
and from Republicans in Congress who vowed to undermine
the deal.
President Barack Obama’s
ramped-up push on environmental issues set up a clash
with GOP leaders, who blasted the far-reaching agreement
with China as bad for business
and promised to try to block the
regulations necessary to meet
its targets for curbing carbon
emissions.

KANO, Nigeria — In northern
Nigeria, schools have become the
front lines of the war to establish
an Islamist state. On Monday,
dozens of students were killed in
a suicide bombing at an all-boys
high school.
The bombing occurred in
the town of Potiskum in the
Yobe state, just before 8 a.m. as
students gathered at the Government Comprehensive Senior
Science Secondary School. The
attacker came disguised as a student wearing a school uniform,
witnesses said.
The blast killed 48 people,
mostly students, hospital and
morgue officials said. Two teachers were among the dead, and 79
people were injured.

JERUSALEM — Palestinian
attackers on Monday stabbed
to death an Israeli soldier and a
woman in separate incidents, the
latest cases of violence between
Arabs and Jews that have surged
since the end of the summer’s
Gaza war.
The solider was killed at a
Tel Aviv train station and the
woman died near a West Bank
settlement.
The midday stabbing in Israel’s
business and cultural hub, unsettled Israelis, signaling a spread of
spontaneous Palestinian attacks
and raised concerns that the violence could spin out of control.
Compiled from Tribune
News Service.
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Harrisonburg

On Saturday night, the Port Republic
Road location of A Bowl of Good closed
after a performance by The Walking
Roots band that filled the restaurant.
Ernie Didot, director of communications for A Bowl of Good, said in an email
concerning the restaurant’s closing, “It
was a fitting end to have The Walking
Roots play given that they opened the
location at the grand opening.”
The restaurant opened on Port Republic Road two years ago and provided the
community with diverse dishes from
around the world. A Bowl of Good has
another location on Mt. Clinton Pike
off of Route 42 near Eastern Mennonite
University. The restaurant stresses this
location will remain open to the public.
Henrico county

Man killed after struggling
with Virginia State trooper
A man was killed after struggling with
a Virginia State Police trooper and subsequently being hit by a car, according to
the Richmond Times Dispatch.
State police Sgt. Steve Vick said that
police had received a call about a disabled car on Interstate 95. The man was
standing by his car on I-95 when the state
trooper arrived.
When the trooper approached him,
the man began walking away from the
trooper along the shoulder of I-95. He
then ran across the multiple traffic lanes
to the median, according to Vick.
Vick said the trooper ran toward the
man in order to get him out an unsafe
area.
“When the trooper approached the
man in the median, a struggle ensued
and the man ran from the trooper into
the southbound lanes,” police said. “A
southbound vehicle was unable to avoid
the pedestrian and struck him.”
The man died at the scene, though no
one else was injured. His identity hasn’t
been released and the incident is still
under investigation.
Central Virginia

Man suspected in several
state robberies
The FBI and police in seven Virginia cities and counties are searching for
an armed man who’s believed to have
robbed several drug stores between July
15 and Oct. 26, according to the Richmond office of the FBI.
The man is thought to be responsible for stealing oxycodone pills, cash
and other drugs from CVS and Rite
Aid stores in Henrico County, Hanover
County, Arlington County, Prince William County, Hampton, Williamsburg
and Fredericksburg.
The suspect is described as a 20-to
30-year-old black male with a light complexion. He’s also believed to be between
5-feet 6-inches and 6 feet tall and weighing between 150 and 200 pounds.
While the man has worn different
caps and clothing for each robbery, he
was seen leaving in a light-colored Dodge
Nitro SUV.

The Breeze asks students what their semester dorm experience has been like
Compiled by Patrick Mortiere

Village

Bluestone

Logan Dean

Matt Lascara

Tree
Hillside Houses

William Metzler

Megan McElroy

Cynthia Sellar

Daniel Snape

Ashby Hall

Gifford Hall

Hanson Hall

White Hall

McGraw-Long Hall

Magnolia Hall

Sophomore

Freshman

Freshman

Sophomore

Freshman

Freshman

Psychology and political

Geographic science major Engineering major

Graphic design major

Undeclared

Finance major

science double major

“I’ve really enjoyed it
so far. I really like the
community that [my
dorm] has, and it’s at
a really great location
for me. It’s really easy
being on the Quad,
because I have easy
access to all of my
classes, but the only
problem is that my
major is on the other
side of campus, so my
major classes are a
long walk.”

“I like it a lot.
Actually, it
wasn’t my top
choice, but I
love all of the
girls on my hall,
and I’m glad that
I’m not
anywhere else.
It’s kind of like a
central location
to be.”

“It’s not bad, it’s
just far out of the
way from
everything, but
other than that the
people are nice.
It’s a lot nicer than
like The Village
because I have
friends from there,
too. So I like the
living lifestyle
here.”

“It’s a lot nicer. It’s
quiet. I enjoy the view.
So much more
convenient. I enjoy the
community. It’s quieter
than last year because
there were no FrOG
programs to introduce
others, but people just
do that naturally and
it’s been great just
meeting all these new
people and getting to
know them.”

“It’s fun. It’s kind
of like a family sort
of feeling. I love
the fact that
there’s a suite and
that there’s three
individuals rooms
with two people
each, and it really
brings you
together with the
people in the
dorm.”

“There’s a lot of issues
right now. A lot of
issues. It’s mostly the
plumbing. There’s
been quite a few
floods. Our bathroom
got shut down for a
day because it was
leaking into the
laundry room. It’s not
freshman year.
Freshman year I feel
like you made friends
with everyone in the
hall.”

Skyline

Lakeside

Liz Larosa

Alex Hunt

Rachel Garcia

Haley Stultz

Chandler Hall

Eagle Hall

Shenandoah Hall

Chesapeake Hall

Sophomore

Freshman

Sophomore

Freshman

Health sciences major

Business management major

Psychology major

Health sciences major

“Honestly, I don’t
really like it. Nobody
really talks to each
other. I think
everybody already has
their own little friend
groups. I like that
Green’s is right
underneath it.”

“I like it because it’s like probably the best
dorm, socially, because there’s so many
people that you can meet. You can make
friends that are both guys and girls easily.
But then it’s probably like one of the — if not
the worst — dorms in terms of the building
itself, because it’s old. You don’t have A/C,
no Wi-Fi and especially on weekends it gets
really dirty, because there’s so many people
and no one there to clean it.”

“I really like it. It’s really quiet, it’s
conducive to learning, but it’s also fun
because the people are really friendly and
the staff’s really nice. I lived in a big hall
last year — I lived in Eagle — so
everybody was always around and there
were so many people. This year it’s
different because people don’t have their
doors open as much, but I still made
friends so it’s OK.”

“It’s fun, but sometimes you don’t get
your privacy. But that’s OK, because
everyone here is really nice. It’s a good
community. Sometimes on the boys’
side it gets sort of smelly, but I mean,
they’re boys. I’m really grateful that I
have air conditioning and that the
dorms are a little bit bigger — it just
gives it more space.”

Forum brings issues to table
JMU students and city residents discuss community relations

Washington, D.C.

FBI agents are defended in
court over Internet ruse
The government is defending the FBI’s
elaborate plan to turn off the Internet
for three Las Vegas hotel suites and then
send undercover agents into the rooms
to fix problems, according to the Associated Press.
According to court filings, in order
to gain access to the rooms in July, FBI
agents worked with the state’s gaming
control board and a hotel computer contractor in order to shut off the Internet
at various times. The agents then were
able to gain access by impersonating
repair technicians and recorded footage
from inside the suites. Later on, authorities used the videos to obtain a warrant
to arrest the men residing in the suites.
An assistant U.S. attorney described
it as a “legitimate law enforcement
practice.”
In their motion,the defense lawyers
said that Assistant U.S. Attorney Kimberly Frayn, the case’s prosecutor, advised
that the FBI not go through with the plan
because it would considered “a consent
issue.”
The prosecutors replied by saying that
law enforcement has been able to obtain
consent by posing as confederates, service providers and business associates
and that the government often uses ruses
in its undercover operations.
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Home sweet home

In Brief
A Bowl of Good restaurant
closes its doors
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Daniel Stein / the breeze

Rob Alexander, assistant director of the Campus Community Civic Collaborative and assistant professor of political science, leads a discussion with JMU students.
By Morgan Lynch
The Breeze

In a town where students make up one-third
of the population while school is in session, conflict between city residents and college students
seems inevitable.
In order to examine the tension felt between
the two groups, the Campus Community Civic
Collaborative (4C), along with three JMU students, hosted Students as Neigbors: Sharing and
Shaping Community, a facilitated forum.
The forum attracted JMU students as well as
community members, and gave them time to
work in small groups to discuss ways to connect.

Three senior honors students, Lauren Holder,
Courtney Herb and Alison Steed, worked alongside 4C to help organize the event on Tuesday
night at the Harrisonburg Baptist Church on
South Main Street.
4C is a partnership between JMU’s Institute
for Constructive Advocacy and Dialogue (ICAD)
and the Fairfield Center, a conflict resolution
center in downtown Harrisonburg.
According to Steed, 4C trains facilitators
for public discussions such as the Students as
Neighbors forum.
“Everyone coming together as equals to create dialogue and discuss is very important,”
Steed, a senior political science major, said. “It

is important to create the change together.”
Some issues brought to the table were the differing schedules between the average college
student and the average community member,
the increased traffic in the mornings and afternoons when students and city residents are
commuting, the high noise levels on weekends,
the trash left in the yards of community members and the overall safety of Harrisonburg.
“The purpose of the discussion is not to
come up with specific solutions to the problem,
but rather to get the issues that the community is facing out into the open,” Steed said.
see forum, page 4
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forum | Community members discuss issues including noise ordinance

photos by Daniel Stein / The Breeze

LEFT: JMU student facilitators lead a discussion at one of the tables at the Community as Neighbors meeting. Attendees were divided up into groups to talk about the different issues students and
Harrisonburg residents face. RIGHT: JMU student and 4C volunteer Andrew Crumpler writes thoughts and ideas down on an easel. The dialogue’s purpose was to connect JMU students with the community.
from page 3

The students were inspired to research and gauge the attitudes in the Harrisonburg community because it’s something
that affects them personally, according to Lauren Holder, a math
and communications double major.
“I really saw the dynamic that exists and wanted to make a
change,” Holder said.
At the forum, students and community members were able to
come together and discuss what was on their minds in a nonjudgmental atmosphere.
The participants in the forum were divided up into tables of
about five people each. These groups discussed specific concerns
that seemed prevalent to the people at each table. At the end
of the discussions, the participants were debriefed as a whole
group.
A junior biology major who wished to remain anonymous

described how noise level problems are handled between residents in the downtown area.
The new noise ordinances enacted over the summer only
allow noise levels up to 55 decibels. The student bought a noise
meter, similar to those the police department acquired to ensure
that his house would not violate this rule. He also tested the noise
level when a car passed his house and found that this noise alone
reached 70 decibels.
“I went to a meeting at the Matchbox Reality that talked about
this and the police said that they don’t use their meters as long
as they can hear a party from a couple blocks away,” he said. “I
feel like the rule is unfair, that they had to write up something
that ridiculous.”
Many of the ideas focused on how the students and members
of the community can come from both ends of the spectrum to
try to be more respectful to one another.
Junior communication studies major Katie McAnally spoke

about breaking down the stereotypes that members of the community have for the students and vice versa. McAnally wants to
end the perception that all JMU students have a negative impact
on the Harrisonburg community.
“I’d want [the community members] to give me a chance, to
not just assume that I’m just like every other JMU student,” she
said.
Holder, Herb and Steed plan to hold another forum in January or February to talk specifically about understanding in the
Harrisonburg community. They’re hoping to hold two more
forums this year to discuss the relationship between community members and students. They’re also hoping to have the same
unbiased and thoughtful atmosphere as their first forum.
“We want to understand where everyone else is coming from
so we can move forward together,” Steed said.
Contact Morgan Lynch at lynchma@dukes.jmu.edu.

Find your future in the Peace Corps
Apply by January 15 for jobs in South Africa,
Ethiopia, Cambodia, Paraguay, Fiji and more!
Search jobs at PeaceCorps.gov/openings
Contact Julia for more info: jmarsh2@peacecorps.gov
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Grace | Apartment residents offered commuter meal plan option

Courtesy of Moseley architects

photos by james chung / the breeze

The Apartments on Grace Street will provide residents with a fully-furnished living room and kitchen, and there will be three separate apartment arrangements throughout the building. About
95 units will have two bedrooms with two people to a room, 45 units will have one bedroom with two people to a room and 15 units will have two bedrooms with one person to a room.
from front

Students planning to live in the apartments will be responsible for the annual housing contract fee, which is $40, and the $60 semesterly Internet fee, according to Meaney.
apartment. All units have Wi-Fi and cable accessible and all utilities are included in the
Although the building layout is different from a dorm, ORL plans to have RAs in the new
costs.
apartments. But not everyone views the the apartments as an ideal future home, including
While the apartments are currently under construction, ORL plans to make interest students who prefer more privacy or are put off by the idea of having an RA.
“I was pretty sick of sharing my room with someone else by the end of freshman year,”
applications available in January. Only students who submit an application and are able
to fill an entire unit will be able to go through online room
sophomore intelligence analysis major Hiller Jennings said.
selection. If the apartments aren’t filled through the online
“I don’t think I would consider living in the [Apartments on
room selection, ORL plans to open it up to pairs of students.
Grace Street] just for that reason.”
“I was pretty sick of sharing my room
ORL is making the housing contracts for the apartments for
If four Subway restaurants close to campus weren’t enough,
with someone else by the end of
the academic year. An apartment room will also cost $500 more
there will also be a fifth opening below the apartments, accordfreshman year. I don’t think I would
each semester than the standard room rate, which is $2,282
ing to Meaney. The apartments are also just a short walk from
dining areas on campus and downtown restaurants.
per semester this year.
consider
living
in
the
[Apartments
on
“This means students will not have to pay during the sum“I mean, it’s definitely convenient if you have a lot of classes
Grace Street] just for that reason.”
mer months, when they do not actually live in the apartments,”
on the Quad and then there’s a lot of bus stops around there,
Meaney said.
[so the students] would be able to get over to East [Campus]
Meaney believes that this is a huge money-saver for students
Hiller Jennings
easily, I think,” Becca Small, an undeclared freshman, said.
sophomore intelligence analysis major
However, some believe that the possibility of taking the bus
who don’t plan on living in Harrisonburg all year.
shouldn’t be a reason for students not to live there.
Because the apartments are considered on campus dorms,
“I mean, [Apartments on Grace Street] are definitely closer
residents will be required to have either the residential 11+
meal plan, the 14+, the 19+ or the commuter 50 block meal
than most of the apartments and some people don’t have their
plan.
car when they live off campus and they just take the bus, so I
“Students will be billed through their JMU account and can have financial aid applied don’t think that would be an issue at all,” Marissa Maddalena, an undeclared freshman, said.
directly to their room and board,” Meaney said. “This eliminates the worry of making
monthly rent payments.”
contact Elliot McCallister at mccallje@dukes.jmu.edu.

Green
Hummingbird
320 S Main St
Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801

Exciting fall clothing
and accessories for both
women and men
HOURS OF OPERATION:
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First Fridays 11am - 8pm
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The ‘sophomore slump’
isn’t just an excuse

Verbal sexual
harassment is
an issue, too

Many students experience second-year lows, and universities need to help

Inappropriate language and
intimidating actions need to be
taken more seriously

As fall semester comes to a close and
A sophomore can no longer be “that kid” who stops an
the promising days of excessive food older student on the sidewalk and politely asks them to point
consumption and “family bonding” to where Gibbons Hall is on their Mappy. Sophomores can’t
approach, the attitude on JMU’s cam- go out to a frat party, knock out half a dozen cups of jungle
pus will make the routine switch from juice, steal a sign on the way back to their dorm and feel good
seizing and enjoying “the moment” to about themselves the next day.
reflecting and reliving the semester’s
As second-year students, they have been completely
highs and lows.
absorbed into the JMU culture, which encompasses social
For many, this process will probably norms that only “kid freshmen” exhibit. The proverbial dust
end in the strong urge to have an extra cloud of immaturity settles from freshman year and the
piece of pie (or three) this Thanksgiving. But for sopho- sophomore is caught looking in the mirror at some kid who
mores, a few extra pieces of dessert this holiday may not be everyone else sees as an adult.
the answer to the laundry list of life decisions that still need
This is what causes the lack of motivation, the feelings
to be addressed.
of displacement and the general anxiety that every student
The sophomore slump — often classified as the middle faces at some point during their second year. It’s the fact that
ground between urban legend and the most popular excuse college doesn’t truly begin until sophomore year. Up until
for academic underachievement — is
this point, students are herded
back and forth to diversity semisomething that does, in fact, exist. A survey by the consulting firm Noel-Levitz
The proverbial dust cloud
nars and academic advisers while
indicates that a quarter of sophomores
being told that the adjustment to
of immaturity settles
don’t feel overly energized about their
college life is what’s important.
from freshman year and
coursework and also experience feelings
However, what universities don’t
of displacement while at school.
realize is that a student’s second
the
sophomore
is
caught
year is when guidance is needed
Furthermore, a report by the Unilooking in the mirror at
versity of Washington explains that the
most.
sophomore slump is a “multidimenSome schools like Ohio State
some kid who everyone
University have already begun
sional” problem that includes “academic
else sees as an adult.
helping students make the trandeficiencies, dissatisfaction with the colsition into their second year of
legiate experience and developmental
college life through mentorconfusion.” Clearly, this phenomenon
ship programs. According to the
is a real issue and does play a role in
school, these programs feature
sophomores’ lives throughout the country. The real question here, however, is how and why this increased interaction between faculty and students as well
concept has taken on such an important role in college life. as “career-building modules,” which serve to help guide stuThe University of Washington’s report further details how dents in making important life decisions.
the sophomore slump is brought on by a multitude of factors,
Based on the evidence supporting the existence of the
ranging from making career decisions to defining a general sophomore slump, it could be valuable for JMU to adopt a
life purpose.
similar policy to provide more resources for second-year
These factors are specific and definitely true, but it seems students.
Until then, the stress and anxiety surrounding school will
that the true source of conflict emerges quite simply from
the general sense of familiarity experienced by sophomores continue to affect current and rising sophomores at JMU.
once they return to school.
The “freshness” of freshman year has completely worn off Matt D’Angelo is a sophomore media arts and design
and students are quickly forced to become adults by making and political science double major. Contact Matt at
dangelmv@dukes.jmu.edu.
important career and life decisions.

Last weekend, two guys approached my
roommates and me as we rode the “drunk bus”
home. After saying we weren’t interested multiple
times, we decided the only solution was to ignore
them.
Even after we stopped responding, these guys
proceeded to talk about us as if we weren’t there,
patting my roommate on the head and exclaiming,
“I like this one,” while simultaneously positioning
themselves closer to us in our seats.
When they asked if they could go home with us,
we respectfully declined, but they decided that the
only logical solution was to get off the bus with us
and follow us home.
As we stepped off the bus, we noticed that they
weren’t too far behind. We gradually picked up
our pace and they followed suit. We shifted into a
full sprint through a parking lot and down to our
apartment until they eventually gave up and went
another way.
The next morning, I told one of my friends what
had happened the night before. His response?
“Well, at least they didn’t attack you.”
Sexual harassment is defined as “harassment
in a professional or social situation involving the
making of unwanted sexual advances or obscene
remarks.”
Nowhere in that definition is sexual harassment
confined to physical violence, and just because we
weren’t assaulted doesn’t mean that we weren’t
violated.
Verbal abuse is often overlooked because there’s
no visible damage, but it still needs to be taken
just as seriously as an attack. This type of abuse
can come in unwanted remarks, inappropriate
name calling or any situation in which someone is
made uncomfortable by the words and actions of
someone else.
Many women are told to be nice and ignore
anyone who’s making them uncomfortable until
they eventually decide to leave, but this way of
thinking is one of the main reasons why verbal
abuse isn’t taken seriously. Instead of dealing with
these kinds of issues as if they’re a serious violation
(like they’re supposed to be), they’re just pushed
aside and suppressed.
I should be able to get off the bus and walk home
without worrying about whether someone’s going
to follow me or yell obscenities my way. And if these
things do happen, I don’t want to hear about how
much worse it could have been.
Just because my roommates and I were able to
get away doesn’t mean that we weren’t victims of
sexual harassment, and just because the guys who
followed us eventually gave up doesn’t mean what
they did was OK.
People need to understand that verbal abuse is
sexual harassment and is inappropriate under any
circumstance.
The bottom line is that if you wouldn’t want
it said to you, you probably shouldn’t say it to
someone else.

Blair Rosen / The Breeze

Ashleigh Balsamo is a junior media arts and
design major. Contact Ashleigh at balsamap@
dukes.jmu.edu.

A “can’t-you-go-a-little-more-to-the-right?” dart to
The Breeze for always running liberal leaning articles.
From a person who knows that there are conservatives who
go to this university and would appreciate something more
sophisticated to read.
A “you-guys-make-our-day-every-day” pat to Ryan and
the sandwich ladies at PC Dukes who never fail to put a smile
on our faces.
From a senior and junior who are going to miss the JMU
employees most when we graduate.
A “no-I-won’t-let-it-go” dart to whoever is in charge of
the music in the UREC weight room. “Frozen?” Really?
From a junior who misses the good old days when the music
didn’t make us feel like we were at a middle school dance.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

An “are-you-kidding-me” dart to the anti-abortion
protesters on the commons on Monday.
From a senior who is personally disgusted that anybody
could think that’s a proper way to argue a point.

Editorial
Policies

The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

A “stop-making-excuses” dart to the Breeze copy editor
who ran the same crossword twice in one week.
From someone who thinks you should know that some
people only pick up The Breeze for the crossword. Plus, isn’t
that part of your job?

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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A “how-rude” dart to the people behind the extremely large
display of grotesque pictures on the commons.
From a woman who appreciates your First Amendment
rights, but is appalled by your abhorrent shock value tactics.
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Sarah Freeze | guest columnist

Respect a woman’s right
The protest that displayed large photos of aborted fetuses on the commons had the wrong idea
There are so many ways we should approach the
topic of abortion, especially because our campus
was so abruptly forced to face it this week.
Abortion is obviously a hard subject for the
general public to understand and approach.
However, I feel a lot of the confusion can be cleared
up by one simple question. A question which,
oddly enough, isn’t being asked in the debates
about abortion.
The question we should be asking is this: Are you
pregnant?
Instead, we throw around other loaded
questions like “When does life begin?” or “Is a
fertilized egg a baby?”
While both of those questions are very
interesting in regard to science, they hold no weight
in the discussion. The images of aborted fetuses
that were so harshly displayed on our campus
without any warning are shocking and upsetting,
but they still have nothing to do with the overall
debate.
See, everyone loves to argue about the ethics

of the decision and the morality. Some even
bring religion into the mix, but just like scientific
questions, they have no weight in this argument.

When I look at someone
considering having an
abortion, I see the woman
struggling with the
decision, not the unborn
fetus inside of her.
No, I’m not pregnant. I’ve never been pregnant.
But I’ve seen a child suffering from neglect because
its parents could not afford to have it. I’ve heard
people call young girls irresponsible for having a
child so early. I’ve heard stories about rape victims

forced to carry a constant reminder inside their
womb, just to add to the insult of people asking her
what she was wearing at the time.
When I look at someone considering having
an abortion, I see the woman struggling with the
decision, not the unborn fetus inside of her. I see
a human being forced with probably the hardest
decision of her life. I see a person who has to face
the constant bombardment of a culture that tells
her, “You are a murderer,” or a worse and more
inaccurate statement, “This is genocide.”
Seriously, all you need is a dictionary to know
that one’s wrong.
I see a woman who’s pregnant, and I respect the
decision she makes. I’m not that woman.
I can’t tell her what to do with her body, with
her life. Because, quite frankly, it’s none of my
business.
Sarah Freeze is a senior media arts and design
major. Contact Sarah at freezese@dukes.jmu.
edu.

Michael Garcia | food for thought

Money and politics: A match made in hell
Campaigns have sneaky ways of getting ahead with money, and it’s coming from both sides of the spectrum
Last Tuesday, you were either jubilant or
depressed after learning that the Republicans
would now control both the Senate and the
House.
Much has been written and talked about
regarding whether the recent GOP takeover
will be beneficial or detrimental for the next
two years and beyond; yet, a story equally as
important is the impact money had in the
elections.
It’s estimated that the 2014 midterms
cost roughly $3.7 billion dollars — a slight
increase from the $3 billion in 2010. The Wall
Street Journal attempted to trivialize this
spending by calling it a marginal amount
since Americans spent 16 times more on beer
in 2013.
This is a misconceiving fact, however,
because it insinuates that a majority of
Americans spent money on the midterms,
when only 0.21 percent of the total adult
population gave more than $200 to political
parties, candidates and political action
committees (PACs). Yet, this money
constituted 66.2 percent of the total
donations.
When breaking down this individual
funding, there’s a clear (red) picture of where
it went. Republicans received 43 percent,
48 percent and 55 percent of donations that
were $200 or more, $10,000 or more and
$95,000 or more, respectively. This is not to
say that the Democrats were against receiving
large donations, as the top individual donor
gave roughly $74 million to the party. But
Republicans are relying less on donations
that are fewer than $200, as this percentage
decreased from 36 percent in 2010 to 26
percent in 2014.
Some may argue that there’s nothing wrong
with this, and that the Democrats simply had
a poor fundraising strategy. I would agree with
this statement, yet there’s another factor that’s

completely changing the campaign game:
dark money. Many of you may have heard
the terms PAC or super PAC that I mentioned
earlier in the article.
In brief, PACs are considered to be
“social welfare groups” that are allowed to
participate in politics, “so long as politics
does not become their primary focus.” The
Citizens United case further empowered
PACs, creating super PACs, which enabled
them to accept unlimited contributions from
businesses and individuals.

Politicians are supposed
to be obligated to their
constituents, but as the
increase of money becomes
synonymous with winning
elections, it appears that
dark money may severely
undermine this relationship.
Supporters argue that this merely allows
wealthy individuals to increase civic
engagement and democracy through super
PACs, but this argument has been soundly
defeated with the inception of 501(c)(4)
groups. 501(c)(4)s are vastly different from
super PACs because they’re not required to
disclose their donors nor detail how they
spend their money. Secondly, 501(c)(4)s are
overseen by the Internal Revenue Service, not
the Federal Election Commission, which is a
key distinction since the IRS does not enforce
campaign finance laws.
The past midterm was the first

non-presidential election that allowed
dark money groups to fully emerge. Of the
$3.7 billion spent, 27 percent was spent by
“outside” groups and a category simply
dubbed “other,” according to the Center for
Responsive Politics. Of the known $219 million
spent by outside groups that are “partially or
completely non-disclosed,” 69 percent was
spent by conservatives.
Once again, a clearer picture emerges when
this figure is placed under a microscope. The
New York Times estimates that Republicanfriendly outside groups spent $205 million
on TV advertisement in Senate races, while
Democrats spent $132 million. When looking
at the top 5 most expensive Senate Races
(North Carolina, Colorado, Iowa, Kentucky
and Arkansas), outside spending accounted
for 73 percent, 71 percent, 77 percent, 45
percent and 62 percent of the spending,
respectively. In all five states, Republican
candidates won. Overall, 26 out of the 34
Senate races had a winning candidate that
outspent their opponent at least two to one.
And of these 26 races, 15 were Republican.
Please do not misconstrue my aim
of writing this piece as an attack on the
Republican party, for I would have written the
same thing if the Democrats took advantage
of this system. Rather, I want to highlight
how outside groups and an extremely small
sect of wealthy individuals are attempting to
influence races that are supposed to be local
in nature.
Politicians are supposed to be obligated
to their constituents, but as the increase of
money becomes synonymous with winning
elections, it appears that dark money may
severely undermine this relationship.
Michael Garcia is a public administration
graduate student. Contact Michael at
garci2ma@dukes.jmu.edu.

Corey Tierney | media mogul

recommendation
of the week
TV:
‘Parks and Recreation’
(2009-2015)
6 seasons
All on Netflix

True comedy is hard to come by anymore. That ideal is especially present in
our current era of failed ABC sitcoms
that milk the already-passed trends of
tweens. Not to mention the handful of
bandwagon AMC dramas that won’t
seem to die. “Parks and Recreation,”
however, is an oasis in the desert that
is contemporary American television.
Greg Daniels (“The Office” and “King
of the Hill”) has been bringing us this
gem since 2009, and I can assure you
that if you’re a fan of his other work, you
won’t be disappointed.
In mockumentary (mock-documentary) style, he profiles the work of Leslie
Knope (Amy Poehler), deputy director
of parks and recreation for the fictional
town of Pawnee, Indiana, as well as the
other members of her department.
Think “The Office,” but local city government. But instead of Michael Scott
slacking off on the job while everyone

else works hard, this dynamic is the
exact opposite. Leslie goes above and
beyond, while her less-than-enthused
co-workers — including her ironically
anti-government, mustachioed boss
Ron Swanson — never get anything
done.
The comedic timing is something that
writers and directors could only dream
of, and each character provides at least
one laugh in every episode.
Most of the stars of this show have
had their careers skyrocket because of
their impeccable work. I have no doubt
that Chris Pratt, Aziz Ansari, Nick Offerman and Aubrey Plaza wouldn’t have
their B-list status without this show.
As a self-proclaimed television
addict, I can say by far that “Parks and
Recreation” is the best thing to grace
entertainment since ’90s situational
sitcoms. Shows like this will be the next
generation’s “Friends.”

Courtesy of tribune news service

Amy Poehler (left) and Aubrey Plaza star as Leslie
Knope and April Ludgate, respectively.

8

Thursday, November 13, 2014

breezejmu.org OPINION

BRIANA ELLISON | off topic

Don’t RSVP to
their party
Why are Democrats and Republicans ruling politics when
many people don’t fully associate with them?
With the highly anticipated
midterm elections coming to a
close last week, every U.S. citizen has expressed a reaction,
depending on their political
affiliation. Although these midterm elections aren’t as popular
as their national cousin, they’re
no less important.
Democrats and Republicans
were nothing short of stubborn
in their efforts to be heard and
get their candidates in office.
In recent years, both parties
haven’t been strangers to criticism, and this election was no
exception.
The criticism even caused
people to drop their affiliations with either party, and
also increased support of third
parties. And even now, we see
people — even those within
their party — constantly criticizing actions and policies. So
much unrest about the intentions and directions of our two
parties begs the question: Is
having political parties even
worth it?
BLAIR ROSEN / THE BREEZE
It was George Washington
who doggedly campaigned
against having political parties
in the U.S. He did so constantly, even when his party’s affiliates.
peers actively advocated for them. On what he
It’s common nowadays to hear people
thought would happen if political parties were express these sentiments: “I identify with [this
to come to fruition, Washington said this in his party], but I’m not sure I support the direc1796 Farewell Address:
tion in which they’re headed,” or “I voted for
“The alternate domination of one fac- [this candidate] but I don’t agree with most of
tion over another, sharpened by the spirit of their policies.” In an environment where we’re
revenge, natural to party dissension, which in expected to vote our favorite candidates into
different ages and countries has perpetrated office — based primarily on the notion that
the most horrid enormities, is itself a fright- we support all their policies — we often feel
ful despotism.”
we must support a candidate just because we
I can’t help but see where Washington support the party.
was coming from. The above quote perfectPolitics has become more party-oriented,
ly matches the goals of our modern political and leaders are more focused on who’s in
community. It’s frightening to see how accu- power and how long it has been since their
rately our first president predicted such previous reign than on the constituents and
events.
serving them appropriately. Party identifiAs Americans, we like order. We name and cation has hit a point where platforms are
organize things so they’re easier to refer to and concrete, but the constituents aren’t.
interpret. And this practice is eminent when
One solution would be to have candidates
it comes to political parties. Throughout his- decide their own platform without having to
tory, party names and platforms have changed identify with a specific party. However, overnumerous times (if you don’t believe me, look all satisfaction for the entire country would
it up. The modern Republican platform used be difficult. This strategy may have worked in
to be synonymous with the Democratic Party, Washington’s era, but the U.S. was smaller,
and vice versa). Detailed categorization is the and the issues drastically different.
Are there any solutions to this issue? More
norm, and has shaped how we view our political parties.
individualized candidates appear to be a
This categorization is also responsible for short-term resolution. Before long, I believe
the subgroups in our political parties, mean- this system (akin to a no-party system) would
ing that our political world is not as simple as break down into complete chaos and result in
“Democrats and Republicans.” We have vari- widespread dissatisfaction.
ous third parties such as the Independents or
Here’s another solution: third parties that
Libertarians. But within the two main parties, disagree with the platforms of Republicans
we also see a few of what Washington would and Democrats.
The problem is that third parties are largecall “factions.”
The factions within the Democratic Party ly unsuccessful and unable to make lasting
are the centrist Democrats and liberal Demo- impressions on the public. As a country, we
crats. In the Republican Party, there exists an seem reluctant to let go of our two-party sysolder generation, a younger generation and tem, even though we express sentiments of
the Tea Party. Within both parties, the factions displeasure. As of now, the only solution I
have different goals and opinions on policies. can see is simple.
Although I’d argue the conflict is not as proOur political parties must refocus their
nounced in one party as it is in the other, it’s attention on the people they’re supposed to be
apparent in both. The conflicts in the parties serving. They need to forget about their own
filter down to their constituents, and this is advancement, forget about the “revenge” facwhere I believe the bigger issue arises.
tor and turn back to their constituents. Only
Elections are advertised as a direct reflec- if they accomplish this, can they hope to be
tion of the voters’ wants. Of course, with a successful.
two-party system plagued by intense rivalry, this is impossible. There will always be an Briana Ellison is a sophomore media
unsatisfied population — usually the oppos- arts and design major. Contact Briana on
ing party. But this dissatisfaction extends to a ellisobr@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Review of TLC’s hot, new reality show, page 10
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Trading blue for purple
10-year naval veteran finds his place at JMU after his tour in Afghanistan

DANIELLE EPIFANIO / THE BREZE

Karl Beckett, a 32-year-old junior intelligence analysis major, enrolled at JMU after serving in the United States Navy for 10 years and completing a 337-day tour of
Afghanistan. Initially denied acceptance because of missing math credits, Beckett’s appeal made such an impact on the Office of Admissions that the decision was reversed.
By DANIELLE RUBLE
contributing writer

associate degree didn’t transfer. Beckett wrote a detailed letter trying to appeal
the decision.
That’s when Roger Burke, the associate dean of admissions, stepped in and
Average freshmen spend their days leading up to college shopping for dorm became a man that Beckett is “forever grateful” for.
“I think the thing that stood out about him was that he wrote a very articuroom decorations and saying goodbye to their closest family and friends. Junior
intelligence analysis major and Navy veteran Karl Beckett had just finished serving late appeal to the initial admission decision that he received,” Burke said. “Many
of the appeals that we receive don’t have that much
a 337-day tour in Afghanistan. He started his education
information.”
at JMU last year at the age of 32, after spending 10 years
“I think the thing that stood out
Reading Beckett’s appeal inspired Burke to commuin the Navy.
nicate
further with the people in the military to find
Beckett joined the United States Navy as an intelliabout him was that he wrote a
out about his credentials. Burke claims that he was
gence specialist in January 2000 after a recruiter sold him
very articulate appeal to the initial
just doing his “due diligence in reviewing [Beckett’s]
on the idea that joining the military could be a stepping
credentials” when he called one of Beckett’s previous
stone for a future career. Just shy of 19, Beckett was strugadmission
decision
that
he
received.
instructors and asked about some of the training he
gling financially with a broken car and working in roofing
Many of the appeals that we receive
had received. The two talked it over and the Office of
and washing dishes at Red Robin to support himself.
Admissions sent Beckett his official acceptance letter
“I was always hoping someone would mess up an
don’t have that much information.”
once they deemed his training acceptable to fill the void
order at Red Robin so that I could have dinner,” Beckon his transcript.
ett recalls.
Roger Burke
Beckett not only left lasting impressions on the
Throughout his 10-year stint in the Navy, he traveled
associate dean of admissions
admissions office, but also on his fellow students and
across the country and overseas until he decided to get
professors.
out and pursue various contracting jobs. A contracting
His statistics instructor, Colleen Watson, described
job at Bridgewater Dynamic Aviation Airfield brought
Beckett as hardworking. She remembered that he ended
him to the Harrisonburg area.
up coming to both sections of her Math 220 class, essen“Right around that time frame I realized that our footprint overseas was going to get smaller at some point, and I knew that I was going to tially attending the same class five times a week. He even inspired another student
have to compete with all of those people that were coming back from Afghanistan in the class to do the same after she noticed that he was coming to both sections.
Watson said that it greatly improved that student’s grade.
and Iraq,” Beckett said. So he decided to go back to school.
However, Beckett’s plans to return to school were stifled when he found out that
see VETERAN, page 10
he didn’t initially get accepted to JMU since his math credits he earned for his

album review

Little brother no more
Nick Jonas moves away from Disney-star image with new album
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze

COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Kevin (left), Joe and Nick Jonas at the 52nd Annual Grammy Awards in 2010.
Nick has moved into a solo career with his first album, released on Nov. 11.

Nick Jonas wants us to know
Nick Jonas
that he’s not a kid anymore.
“Nick Jonas”
After nearly five years out of
the spotlight, proving that he’s 
an adult is crucial for his long- Released Nov. 11
term success. Gone are his
days of strumming guitar on
Disney Channel next to his two older brothers. At 22, he’s
ready to prove that he can make mature music on his own.
His eponymous album “Nick Jonas,” released Nov. 11,
is full of pop and R&B jams. And it’s not too bad, either. A
fan of the 2009 version of the singer would immediately
assume this is a cutesy pop album, but it’s better than that.
While it’s not fantastic, the album proves that Jonas has
talent that may have been overlooked his first time in the
limelight.
The album starts off strong with “Chains,” a single
released on July 30. The beginning of the song is slow and
steady, but then it breaks into a synth beat when he sings
he was “trying to break the chains but the chains only break
me.” Although it’s a fun, radio-ready song, the rest of the
album doesn’t follow suit. “Chains” is one of the few pieces
on the album with the synth-pop infusion that makes up so
much of the radio scene today.
“Jealous,” the second song on the album which was
released as a single on Sept. 8, is more reminiscent of an
R&B song. Jonas sings (at some points in a striking falsetto)
about how, even though he knows this girl is with him, he
still gets jealous when he sees other men around her. The
piece, along with other numbers like “Warning,” sounds
like it belongs to an artist more similar to R. Kelly than
a young singer like Jonas, whose previous music credits

include being overshadowed by his older brothers and
other pre-teen oriented pop.
Diverging further from pop, “Numb,” which features a
deep bass and up-and-coming rapper Angel Haze, sounds
more like a typical rap-pop song. Haze’s appearance
amps up the song, making it dance-worthy despite Jonas’
depressing lyrics about his inability to get over a girl who’s
a bad influence on him.
The song that is most reminiscent of Nick’s old days as
a member of the Jonas Brothers is “Avalanche.” This isn’t
surprising, considering fellow ex-Disney pop star Demi
Lovato is on the track. Lovato was closely associated with
the trio during their heyday and her reappearance is a
throwback to that old sound. The piece is much more of a
ballad than any of the others and more likely to get played
on Top 40 stations since it’s well-directed toward pop
charts and features two of America’s biggest sweethearts
from five years ago. It’s the classic throwback being
produced in an era of throwbacks.
One of the best songs is “Teacher,” which includes
trumpets and has a unique pop sound infused with disco
mixes. Another great one is “Push,” but as the slowest piece
on the album, don’t expect it to get much publicity. It’s not
nearly as fun or upbeat as singles like “Numb” or “Jealous”
and doesn’t feature any headliner names like “Avalanche.”
However, Jonas’ voice really stands out in this one and it’s
accompanied by a quiet beat that’s similar to old Justin
Timberlake sounds.
This album will surely receive loads of attention and
airplay, and Jonas deserves credit for taking a big step
toward proving he’s no longer just a pretty face aiming his
music at eager pre-teens.
Emmy Freedman is a sophomore media arts and design
major. Contact Emmy at freedmee@dukes.jmu.edu.
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GALLERY | Students design prospective layouts of historic Staunton building
from front

MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE

Students displayed projects from studio classes in the artWorks gallery downtown.

TV review | MikeTV

use for the building that embodied both community and
revitalization. In Flynn’s sketches, she presents a gym
described for hours on end. The design work created by modeled after a Greek Palaestra, a rectangular or square
these students show the hard work and sweat that comes courtyard. Senior interior architecture major Caitlyn Salwith being an interior design major.
via used the rendering to design the other aspects of the
The gallery displays three semesters of design work building including an aeroponic garden, where plants are
by senior interior architecture major Shannon Flynn, grown in mist without the use of soil or other aggregate
including a project from a class taught by Jack Fanning, a materials.
fabrication manager in the School of Art, Design and Art
“Typically, the ones who are dedicated end up spendHistory. The project invoked abstract thinking through the ing a lot of extra time in the studio,” Salvia said. “You can
creation of a harmonious space for two
just tell and see the amount of time it took to
separate entities.
“The work we do
make things.”
“[One] semester-long project was
Salvia created the plans with watering
is profoundly
based off of introducing a human
mechanisms designed similarly to the way a
maker and bug maker, and then the about ideas and
3-D printer functions. She was influenced by
creation of a space that both of them
an engineering class she was taking at the time.
it
expresses
itself
could live in,” Flynn said about her projJMU hosts The Council for Interior Design
ect for Fanning’s class. “I worked with a emotionally through
Accreditation (CIDA) every six years to conwatchmaker and a glow worm and crethe program meets the national standards
these drawings and firm
ated a narrative for how they interacted
of interior design education.
“The work we do is profoundly about ideas
and coincided in the space together. It constructions.”
required a lot research.”
and it expresses itself emotionally through
these drawings and constructions,” Daniel
Studio classes for interior architec- Ronn Daniel
ture are typically six credits with only interior architecture
said.
one or two projects per semester. The coordinator and
Daniel’s students have their design work
displayed near the staircase. Water is the
classes urge students to use critical associate director
recurring theme throughout the projects in
thinking to overcome boundaries in at the School of Art,
Design and Art History
his class of the past semesters. The projects
abstract thinking.
require the students to consider the natural
“Our job as faculty is to write projects
elements as well as one project focusing on
that catalyze creativity, we have some
experience but part of it comes from
climate change as part of the overall design.
investing our own risk in the project,” said Ronn Daniel,
“There is a definite practical component that the stuinterior architecture coordinator and associate director dents learn along the way,” Daniel said. “We have to
of the School of Art, Design and Art History.
think about design and architecture as a form of culturOn a far wall, Computer-Aided Designs (CAD) draw- al practice, based on ideas and the utopian discipline of
ings show prospective layouts of renovations to The Crowle architecture. We are building something for the future, and
Building, a historic row house in downtown Staunton. For if you can’t imagine that abstract future, how can you try
this project, students visited the physical building and took to create it?”
detailed measurements to reproduce the floor plans using
CAD.
CONTACT Dominique Lategano at
Students then infused their creative ideas to find a new lategada@dukes.jmu.edu.

From airport to altar

VETERAN | Student faces difficulties
relating to college life after military service

TLC’s new reality show ‘90 Day Fiance’ takes off
By MIKE DOLZER
The Breeze

A rapid race to one of the most important decisions in a person’s
life is the focus of the newest reality show on TLC. It’s currently
in its second season, but this review mainly pulls from the first.
The first season of “90 Day Fiance” centers on four couples who
live a world apart, but now must make a very tough choice. The
show’s plot line consists four women flying to the U.S. and staying 90 days on a K-1 visa. If they’re not married to their fiance by
the end of the 90 days, they must return to their home country.
The pairs met in a variety of ways: one man met his fiancee
while on a mission trip in her town while another met his on an
online language learning website. All of them have spent very little
time together physically.
The drama is mildly interesting, but mainly focused on family
and friends’ opinions on how little the couples actually know each
other, which in turn causes strife between the couples. For the
most part, that is predictable. The part of the show that is engaging is watching the couples themselves interact one-on-one and
try to determine if they’re compatible.
For example, Mike, from Cleveland, Ohio and Aziza, from Volgograd, Russia, one of the couples featured this season, seem
awkward around each other
and admit to having never
TLC
intimate. Mike’s friends
“90 Day Fiance” been
speculate that Aziza is only in

it for money since he always
Premiered Jan. 12
foots the bill and she had
previously tried to get into
America with a work visa and
was rejected. It’s intriguing in a rubbernecking sense to watch
Mike give lame excuses for Aziza’s frigid behavior towards him
and his financial support of her. You can’t help but be captivated by the potential trainwreck that is their relationship (or
lack thereof ).
From a sociological point of view, it’s fun to watch the women
experience American culture. It’s always interesting to see how
foreign and strange your customs are to someone else, as well as
what carries over between cultures. Kirlyam, one of the fiancees,
is endearingly starry-eyed while gazing at Johnny Depp’s name
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and admits that she would faint
if she met him. These moments of sociocultural honesty and
understanding are what saves the show from being centered
on the pure exploitation of some dopey men.
Aside from those positives, the show is a little dry. The arguments become repetitive and there is a lot of overlap in the
struggles of each duo, which makes it even more redundant.
The show definitely needs to try to present the couples’ very
similar struggles in a more unique way to make it seem more
fresh. Apparently in the second season, there’s more diversity
among the couples. All four of season one’s couples are white
American men with foreign women. I am glad that in the second
season the producers realized that we needed to see a greater
variety, especially in American women with foreign men, to
inject more diversity into the storylines.

It’s always interesting to see how foreign and
strange your customs are to someone else, as
well as what carries over between cultures.

Overall I think that the first season of the show was intriguing but surprisingly slow-paced for a show shot in such a short
time period, which is mostly due to the overlap in storylines.
The sociological and cultural aspect are the saving grace of the
series, which otherwise would be a mere guilty pleasure.
Mike Dolzer is a freshman writing, rhetoric and technical
communiations major. Contact Mike at dolzermj@dukes.
jmu.edu.

DANIELLE EPIFANIO / THE BREEZE

Junior intelligence analysis major Karl Beckett and his pet English bulldog Ezri, who is five months old.
from page 9

Watson attributed part of
his work ethic to being in the
military.
“If you can make it through
the militar y, par ticularly
enlisted, that takes work ethic,
determination and struggle,”
Watson said. “You’re not just
going to get up and say, ‘Poor
me.’ You’re just going to get
what needs to get done and
that’s what [Beckett] did.”
Beckett acknowledged that
the Navy has taught him valuable lessons.
“[The Navy helped me learn]
patience, prioritization [and]
appreciation for the small
things in life,” Beckett said. “I
would say that the Navy gave
me the ability to use all of those
things and it has carried over
into my school life fairly well. I
feel I’m able to get my assignments completed and turned
in because I’m able to prioritize my life, work and school.”
On the surface, it may seem
as if Beckett transitioned
seamlessly from the service to
the classroom. However, the
adjustment wasn’t without
tribulations.
“At times I find it difficult
to have a common frame of
reference with some of my
classmates,” he said. “I also
find that some of the professors tend to assume I’m out of
high school and have limited
life experience.”

1. “Happy Idiot”
2. “Cellophane”
by TV On The Radio by King Gizzard
and the Lizard
6. “I Don’t Want To
Change You”
by Damien Rice

Despite this, Beckett said
that he has made plenty of
friends at JMU. Most of his
friends come from his day-today interactions.

“If you can make it
through the military,
particularly enlisted,
that takes work ethic,
determination and
struggle. You’re not just
going to get up and
say, ‘Poor me.’ You’re
just going to get what
needs to get done ... “
Colleen Watson
Mathematics and
statistics instructor

“I’m not shy, so if I am at one
of the dining halls and need
a place to sit, I have no problem walking over to a group of
people and asking if I can join
them,” he said.
Burke explained that JMU is
taking steps to ensure veterans
make a smooth transition from
service members to students.
He said that the Student Veterans Association (SVA) is a
good place to start. The organization aims to support service

3. “Heads”
by Close Talker

members in their transition
to higher education by helping them actively engage in
the college experience. The
organization helps to support
members by connecting them
with on — and off — campus
resources and attempting to
promote awareness of members’ unique educational
experience. Their hope is to
build an intertwined military
family here at JMU. Beckett is
currently the vice president of
SVA.
Beckett is scheduled to graduate in May 2016. As for his
plans after graduation, he is
“keeping [his] options open and
seeing what the future holds in
the year 2016.”
Overall, he feels his role in
the military had an immense
impact on his role at JMU.
“It doesn’t take away from it,”
Beckett said. “It enhances it. I’m
incredibly grateful to be here,
especially after the struggle I
had to go through to get here.
Look at all these people, everyone here is different.”
Even though coming to college from the military can be a
much different experience, it
can be just as rewarding.
“While I have days when I’m
in the library ’til the sun comes
up, I don’t wake up wondering
if I’m going to be deployed to
Afghanistan,” Beckett said.
CONTACT Danielle Ruble
at rubledr@dukes.jmu.edu.

4. “And It Grows” 5. “Jagorilla”
by Cool Ghouls by Zulu Wave

7. “I Am Not A Man” 8. “Nothing To It” 9. “From Now
by Lena Fayre
by The New
On”
Basement Tapes by Delta Spirit

10. “Never
Wanted This”
by Wild Smiles

Sports

JMU continues tourney run

Read a preview of men’s soccer’s Friday CAA tournament matchup with
the University of North Carolina Wilmington at breezejmu.org/sports.

Editors Wayne Epps Jr. & Richie Bozek Email breezesports@gmail.com
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Holly Warfield / THE BREEZE

Curry’s time to step up for new-look Dukes

Final starting five is still under wraps
By ROBERT WILLIAMS
The Breeze

After defeating Lenoir-Rhyne University 84-39 on Sunday in their preseason
exhibition game, the JMU women’s basketball team is now focusing on the regular
season, which will tip off tomorrow.
According to head coach Kenny Brooks,
with only a couple days of practice left,
everyone has displayed great effort but
he’s still in the process of choosing his
starting five.
“It’s still up in the air,” Brooks said on
Tuesday after practice. “I think the ones
who started the game against LenoirRhyne have done a really good job of
solidifying themselves, but we still have
a couple days left of practice. I don’t want
to let the cat out of the bag or let them
think that everything is solidified.”
In the exhibition game, Brooks started
junior guards Precious Hall and Angela
Mickens, redshirt junior guard Jazmon
Gwathmey, senior forward Toia Giggetts
and redshirt senior forward Lauren
Okafor.
The Dukes are also still adjusting to
the absence of last year’s graduated stars
Nikki Newman and Kirby Burkholder.
Brooks said that, while Newman and
Burkholder’s presence will be missed,
there are current players on the roster
who are fit to take on the challenge of filling their roles.
“Their legacy is going to continue to live
on because of what they passed on to the
kids behind them,” Brooks said. “I think
Precious Hall is ready to step up into the
role that Kirby filled. Jazmon Gwathmey
is ready to step up into the role that Nikki

MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE

Junior guard Ron Curry is one of two returning starters for the Dukes this season.

Junior guard Angela Mickens could be a part of JMU’s regular starting lineup this season.

filled.”
Hall, the Colonial Athletic Association
Preseason Player of the Year, started all
35 of JMU’s games last season, averaging
13.5 points, 3.8 rebounds and 2.1 assists
per game. Gwathmey, a Preseason AllCAA Second Team selection, started 33
of the 34 games she played in last season
and averaged 10 points, 5.3 rebounds and
totalled 56 blocks — the most by a sophomore in JMU women’s basketball history.
The team is also filled with new incoming talent, as freshman guards Candice
Williams and Hailee Barron and freshman forward Carly Brew will get time in
Brooks’ rotation.
“We’re going to have a really good rotation,” Brooks said. “I think we’re going to
see a lot of people. I think our depth this
year is going to be a plus. I think you’re
going to see a lot of different combinations out there.”
The Dukes also acquired junior guard
Ashley Perez, a transfer student from St.
John’s University in Queens, New York.
She’ll be eligible to get on the court in the
coming weeks as a redshirt sophomore,
and Brooks looks forward to seeing her
play to her full potential.
“I think she is going to fit in very well,
very nicely,” Brooks said. “I don’t know
where she’s going to play or how much
she’s going to play. But I think incorporating her in now so that when she becomes
eligible in mid-December [won’t] be
such a shock to our system because she’s
already been with us.”
In spite of the new additions, Brooks
said the players are beginning to play
see wBB, page 12

By stephen proffitt
The Breeze

With seconds remaining in Monday’s
practice, head coach Matt Brady stood
at half-court with the season just over
four days from tip-off. He was coaching
a group of nine purple-clad Dukes during an intrasquad scrimmage. Assistant
coach Mike Deane scrambled across the
baseline in charge of the team wearing
gold.
“Not the decision you should be making!” Deane belted out following an errant
pass on the right wing.
Final preparations are being made
before Friday’s season opener when the
No. 9-ranked University of Virginia arrive
in Harrisonburg.
That night, all eyes will be on Ron
Curry. The 6-foot-4 junior point guard
has naturally assumed the role as chieftain of the Dukes.
“As you get older, you get more responsibility,” Curry said. “It comes with the
territory. I was a freshman and I had guys
to look up to like Devon [Moore] and A.J.
[Davis], but now I’m the older guy and
people look up to me.”
Curry is one of just two returning starters to the young team. The other is junior
guard Andre Nation, who’s suspended for
the first five games of the season. Sophomore forward Tom Vodanovich is also
suspended for the first two games. Curry
and Nation combined for 27.5 of JMU’s
63.3 points per game last season.
With the transfer losses of Charles
Cooke to Dayton University and Taylor
Bessick to Iona College, along with the
graduation of Andrey Semenov, the Dukes

will need to fill a void of 31.5 points per
game created by the aforementioned trio.
More offensive pressure on Curry,
right?
“We haven’t put any pressure on Ron,”
Brady said. “I think the new guys are certainly capable of scoring.”
And there are plenty of new guys. The
locker room will see seven new faces
this season — four freshmen and three
transfers.
Freshmen guards Joey McClean and
Matt Risse, freshmen forwards Hari Hall
and Dante Sterling, junior guards Winston Grays and Devontae Morgan and
redshirt sophomore guard Shawn Wilborne round out the newcomers.
“We’re hoping that, because we are so
young, that our depth becomes our greatest strength,” Brady said. “There’s not a
lot of separation between our second [or]
third best player and our eighth or ninth
best player.
Because of this, the offense will have to
root itself on the defensive end of the ball.
“We’ve conditioned way more than I
ever have in my entire life,” Curry said of
the offseason.
Conditioning is just one example of the
steps taken over the summer to construct
a more defensively abrasive squad.
“That’s going to be our mentality,”
Brady said. “We’re going to try and be
much more disruptive defensively.”
Last season, JMU accrued 182 steals
while forcing 370 turnovers. That’s compared to 379 turnovers of their own.
Brady’s ideal hope is taken out of traditional basketball philosophy: potent
see MBB, page 12

Football (7-3)

Dukes set for tangle with the Spiders
JMU travels to play the University of Richmond on Saturday in game with playoff implications
By richie bozek
The Breeze

JMU escaped Stony Brook University last weekend with a comeback 27-24 victory, scoring the final
17 points of the game unanswered. With a five-game
win streak under their belt, the Dukes hit the road
again this Saturday, heading down to Richmond
to face one of their biggest rivals, the University of
Richmond Spiders. Looking ahead, here are a few
of the top storylines in this week’s edition of Four
Downs of the Week.

1. Heavyweight fight

courtesy of JMU athletics

Redshirt junior quarterback Vad Lee makes a pass in JMU’s win over Stony Brook last Saturday.

The matchup between JMU and Richmond this
week is significant in more ways than one.
To add to the heat of the rivalry, the Dukes and
the Spiders are deadlocked in the standings. Both
teams hold an overall record of 7-3, and a 4-2 record
in the Colonial Athletic Association. With two weeks
left in the regular season, this weekend’s game consists of major playoff implications and a battle for
the third place spot in the CAA.
However, the Dukes’ attitude toward the game
remains the same as it has all season.
“One game at a time,” head coach Everett Withers said.
JMU enters Saturday’s game with a newly
acquired national ranking. The Dukes earned a
spot in The Sports Network’s Football Championship Subdivision Top 25 poll this week, cracking in
at No. 25. The last time the Dukes found themselves
in The Sports Network rankings was November 2013
when they held the No. 22 spot.
The Dukes are now one of five CAA teams to hold

a national ranking. Richmond is also included in
the five.
The Spiders have held their own against notable
opponents this season, including a win against the
then No. 4-ranked Villanova University and a narrow 29-26 loss to the then No. 7-ranked University
of New Hampshire.
Last weekend, Richmond suffered a loss to a University of Maine team that’s now 4-5 overall on the
season. Despite the loss, the Spiders still enter this
weekend’s game at No. 14 in the country.

2. Explosive Lee running the offense
Another week, another impressive showing from
JMU redshirt junior quarterback Vad Lee.
Last weekend against Stony Brook, which has one
of the top defenses in the nation, the Dukes’ offense
posted 513 total yards.
Heading into the game, Stony Brook’s defense
allowed only 235.3 yards and 12.9 yards point per
game on the season.
Lee contributed 314 yards and three touchdowns
through the air, and 56 yards running the ball.
Lee also broke two JMU records last weekend
— passing touchdowns and total offensive yards
in a single season. Lee now has 24 passing touchdowns on the year, breaking the previous record of
22 which was set by Michael Birdsong last year, and
3,352 total yards of offense, breaking Rodney Landers’ record of 3,304 from 2008.
Lee was awarded CAA Offensive Player of the
Week for his performance.
see football, page 12
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New addition finds value in change

Devontae Morgan finds new home in Harrisonburg following two years at Butler University
By Stephen Proffitt
The Breeze

Devontae Morgan is happy to have found a
home at JMU. The junior guard is the newest addition to the Dukes’ roster after transferring from
Butler University following a stressful sophomore
season.
The Tampa, Florida, native was recruited in
high school by Brad Stevens, the former Butler
head coach, who accepted a contract to coach
the Boston Celtics in 2013 following Morgan’s
freshman year. Stevens’ departure left Morgan
in need of help. Sitting inside the men’s basketball conference room, Morgan recalled a sense of
abandonment.
“Brad brought me in, and once he left I didn’t
have any support system,” Morgan said. “At the
end of the day, I knew it was the right decision
for him, but it was kind of heartbreaking watching him leave.”
As Stevens led the Celtics to a 25-57 season in
2013-14, Morgan was back at Butler struggling to
find his place on the team under new head coach
Brandon Miller. Morgan saw his playing time
dwindle in his second year, and also faced a onegame suspension for a “violation of team rules,”
according to the school.
“When a new coach comes in, he kind of picks
and chooses who he wants and who he favors to
start his own program regime,” Morgan said. “I
wasn’t one of his main guys.”
Miller, who’s on a medical leave of absence from
the university, was not available for comment.
Morgan needed a new home, an opportunity he
felt stronger about. After being granted a release
in the spring of 2013 by the compliance office, he
was free to pursue other options.
“I was searching for the perfect spot because
I didn’t want the same thing to end up happening again,” he said. “It was a low time in my life. I
didn’t know where I was going to play basketball

and I didn’t know where I was going to end up.
The decision came between JMU and Siena
College in Albany, New York, but upon visiting
Harrisonburg in June, he knew this was the place
Head coach Matt Brady showed Morgan
around the campus and also knew that JMU
would be a good fit for him.
“Once he visited campus and saw JMU up
close, he was very comfortable with a bigger
school atmosphere and certainly he was going
to have to go somewhere with a fresh start,” Brady
said.
The transfer process is the same as it would be
for any student, Morgan explained as he relaxed
in a leather chair. And while he studied business
at Butler, he’s moved over to sports management
at JMU.
“They actually didn’t accept a lot of my business credits, you know, there’s such a prestigious
business program here,” Morgan said. “I lost a lot
of credits, but with my redshirt year and summer
school, I can make all of that up.”
Butler hosts 4,902 undergraduate students
enrolled while JMU is home to 20,181. For Morgan, it’s a sharp contrast.
“Here it’s kind of overwhelming,” he said.
“Especially with all the cute girls running around.”
Per NCAA rules, Morgan has to sit out a year
before being eligible to play.
“For such a highly competitive athlete to sit
out and have no competition besides practice
is a difficult thing physically and emotionally,”
Brady said.
Morgan will not travel with the team because
of the transfer rule, but will work at practices during the week. The transfer rule is becoming an
age-old debate in the world of college athletics.
“I think the player should have the option,”
Morgan said. “If coaches can leave and coach
right away … it leaves a lot of players stuck in
certain situations.”
Junior guard Ron Curry agrees that the rule

mBB | Lineup set for Friday
from page 11

sophomore guard Jackson Kent and
sophomore forward Paulius Satkus.
“Nobody has supplanted any of those
guys at that position,” Brady said. “But
I’m not going to be married to a starting
lineup at any point this season.”
As Brady enters his seventh season
at the JMU helm, he’ll have the advantage of 19 home games this season.
After U.Va. on Friday, the Dukes will
play four more home games over the
course of 10 days, which includes a trip
to Ohio State University the day after
Thanksgiving.
“To put a number on wins, I
wouldn’t do it to this group,” Brady
said. “For many reasons, No. 1, we’re
coming off of a team that was very
young and we return yet again a very
young team.”

defense creates fluid offense.
On the other end, the biggest improvement is not something tangible,
according to sophomore forward Yohanny Dalembert. It’s mental.
“Patience,” Dalembert said. “A lot of
the guys are poised with the ball. Not a
lot of people are rushing shots. Everyone
has adjusted to the speed of the game.”
Last season Dalembert played in 28
games, averaging just over two points
and two rebounds per contest.
“Last year I turned the ball over a lot,
rushing shots,” he said. “This year I know
the game a little better. Basketball IQ,
that’s what I’ve improved on since last
year.”
On Friday, Brady says he will most
likely stick with the lineup he sent out
for the exhibition against Philadelphia Contact Stephen Proffitt
University: Curry, Grays, Dalembert, at proffittjs@gmail.com.

Wbb | JMU ready for UCLA
from page 11

compatibly with each other, and are
beginning to bond as a team early
based on their performance in Sunday’s exhibition.
“It’s getting there,” Brooks said. “By
no means is it going to be a finished
product right now ... I thought it was
a major step for us [Sunday] when
we had 23 assists, which means that
[we’re] sharing the basketball.”
Coming off an NCAA tournament
appearance, the Dukes are setting
their goals high heading into the
season.
“[We expect] a lot more wins, a lot
more energy and just playing hard,”

Giggetts said.
In order to achieve these goals,
Brooks said Sunday that he’s been
actively watching the team’s execution on both ends, which is one of the
main focuses.
The Dukes take on the No.
23-ranked University of California,
Los Angeles at 1 p.m. on Friday at the
Convocation Center. The game will
be a purple out for fans, and students
who attend will receive a wristband guaranteeing them entry into
the men’s basketball game against
the University of Virginia at 7 p.m.
Contact Robert Williams
at willi2rj@dukes.jmu.edu.

Mark Owen / The breeze

Junior guard Devontae Morgan, a newcomer to the Dukes, is sitting out this year due to NCAA rules.

should be reviewed.
“If I could, I’d do something about that,” he
said. “I wish he could play with us now.”
Nonetheless, he said it’ll serve as a good time
for Morgan to adapt to his new life.
“It’s a chance for me to get better,” Morgan
said. “Focus on academics, focus on my body,
focus on weak points in my game, so at the end
of the day it’s more of a positive than a negative.”
Brady, who has been following Morgan’s progression since high school, is eager to use his
touted skills on defense.
“He’s an outstanding defensive guard,” Brady
said. “He reminds me somewhat of [2013 graduate] Devon Moore in his ability to guard the ball,

and take defense very personal.”
Curry hosted Morgan during his summer visit
and believes he has found a good home.
“The family atmosphere,” Curry said. “I don’t
know how it is at Butler, but it’s just different
[here]. We all try to be a big family.”
Morgan, who has two years of eligibility
remaining knows he has a lot of work ahead of
him, but for now he can rest assured that the
Dukes are his new family.
“I just knew, I knew I wanted to be a part of
this,” Morgan said.
Contact Stephen Proffitt
at proffittjs@gmail.com.

football | Dukes want fast start
from page 11

“It’s just a matter of playing the
game and getting better,” Lee said.
“It’s an understanding that we got
to make plays and getting the ball
in the playmakers’ hands.”
Lee is spearheading a Dukes
offense that remains the top-ranked
in total offense in the CAA, averaging nearly 500 yards a game.
This weekend they will be facing
a Richmond defense that’s ranked
second in the CAA, conceding only
313.9 yards per game to opponents.
But the Dukes will be without
redshirt junior tight end Deane
Cheatham Saturday due to injury. Cheatham leads the Dukes in
receptions this season with 42.
“We’re really hurt about Dean,
but the season doesn’t stop,” Lee
said.
The Dukes have been in the situation of having a starter hurt multiple
times this season, and feel they
have the depth to not be too seriously affected.
“We practice to try and have
more than one guy at each position,” Withers said. “Luckily we go
more guys that we feel are capable
to go and help us win games.”

3. Playing the full 60
The past couple games for the
Dukes have been a tale of two
halves.
Against the College of William
& Mary, the Dukes’ defense stayed
strong the whole game, when the
offense struggled the first half and
was forced to turn it on in the second half.
Last week against Stony Brook,
the offense remained consistent

while the defense was porous in
the first half, but then kept Stony
Brook’s offense off the scoreboard
in the second.
“It’s very important to play well
from the first half, we haven’t done
that,” Withers said. “We got to keep
practicing hard and try to start faster. That’s what we want to do — start
fast.”
According to defensive coordinator Brandon Staley, it comes down
to bringing the right energy out of
the locker room.
“You can’t ease your way into
competition,” Staley said. “I think
when our guys dial in to the notion
that every play is important, we will
get off to a better start.”
While the statistics may not say
so, the Dukes’ defense has showed
improvement over the past couple
weeks, contributing greatly to the
Dukes’ current win streak.
“We feel that [the defense] has
been a great factor in our success
and are proud of the way our guys
have improved,” Staley said. “Over
the last four weeks we’ve been able
to finish games … We’ve created a
lot of big plays and created a lot of
momentum for our offense.”
This weekend, the Dukes face the
challenge of shutting down Richmond’s top-ranked pass offense in
the CAA, averaging 316.7 yards per
game through the air.
The Spiders have a trio of wide
receivers who pose as a threat —
junior Reggie Diggs, sophomore
Brian Brown and senior Rashad
Ponder. They each have 57, 55
and 48 receptions on the year
respectively.
The Dukes’ main focus defensively this season has been stopping
the run, and it will continue to be

against Richmond.
“Anytime you play a team that
is prolific throwing the football,
you have to make them throw the
football,” Staley said. “When you
have a team that throws for a lot of
yardage, and then you give them
running yardage, you’re asking for
trouble.”

4. Playoff situation
As mentioned, playoff implications are packed into Saturday’s
matchup between the JMU and
Richmond.
The FCS playoff consists of 24
teams. Of those 24 teams, 11 of the
spots in the playoff are reserved for
the winners of the 11 conferences
that are members of the FCS. This
leaves 13 teams to earn a trip to the
postseason through an at-large bid.
The FCS playoff selection committee holds the responsibility
of deciding which teams receive
at-large bids. The 11-member committee consists of one athletic
director from a school in each of
the 11 FCS conferences.
As of right now, the odds are not
in favor for either JMU or Richmond taking reign of the CAA title.
If either were to make the playoffs, it
would be by way of an at-large bid.
With both teams at seven wins,
the winner of this weekend’s game
would hold the advantage heading
into to the final week of the season. However, a loss would not put
either team out of contention either.
Kickoff for the game in Richmond is
at 12:30 p.m. It will be televised on
NBC Sports Network.
Contact Richie Bozek at
breezesports@gmail.com.

Precious | Brooks: ‘It’s just natural progression, it’s Precious’ turn...’
from front

“He always had me on the sideline dribbling the ball,” Hall
said. “And it was always some guy in the gym trying to teach me
basketball. And one day I just found I really like playing and he
just took off with it.”
Finally, when she was around 8 or 9 years old, Hall started playing
recreation league basketball herself. She would also play with her
younger sister Dominique, who’s now a senior basketball player at
Leon High School in Tallahassee, Florida.
“My dad always made me and my sister play each other one-on-one,”
Hall said. “[We] would be in the backyard, when he had to tell us [to]
go at each other hard.”
All of that led up to a standout high school career. Hall was named the
Tallahassee Democrat Big Bend Player of the Year after her sophomore
season at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical Developmental Research
School. Her team was the region 1-1A runner-up that season, too.
Hall said that she didn’t think about playing basketball in college
until her sophomore year of high school. Then she transferred to Maclay
School in Tallahassee for her junior and senior year. She made the Group
2A All-State team both years and started to get more attention from colleges and universities.
But JMU came into the picture during the summer before her junior
year. Hall’s play with Florida Essence, her Amateur Athletic Union team,
helped Brooks with the recruiting effort. A connection with the Essence
coach, Kimberly Davis Powell, helped spread the word about JMU. And
Brooks was impressed with what he saw from Hall.
“Sometimes she started, and sometimes she didn’t,” Brooks said. “But
it was always at the end of the game, she was the one with the basketball
in her hand. And we knew she was a special talent.”
Hall said that once she knew more about JMU and visited campus,
there wasn’t any competition for her services. She said the coaches really
stood out to her. Brooks said that Hall took a leap of faith coming to JMU
while Hislop, Newman and Burkholder were establishing themselves.
“She still came in here and found a way,” Brooks said. “And that’s just

part of her personality. And she’ll go out and she’ll battle against
anything and anybody.”
When Newman suffered a season-ending broken foot in a Dec. 16,
2012 game against Duquesne University, the door was opened for
Hall to establish herself. Hall, then a freshman, got her first career
start in the Dukes’ next game on Dec. 21, and has started every JMU
game since.
Hall was named CAA Rookie of the Year after her freshman season and Second Team All-CAA last season. She attributes her early
success to the coaching staff, and also to the experience of playing
alongside Hislop, Newman and Burkholder.
“They told me what I should do and what I shouldn’t be doing,”
Hall said. “So they knew that I would grow.”
Along with the growth as a leader, Brooks said Hall’s game has
taken big steps, too. He said she’s shooting the ball well and even
added some post-up moves.
Hall’s teammates have also taken note of her growth too. Senior
forward Toia Giggetts said that Hall came back with more intensity
this fall. Junior guard Angela Mickens, who has lived with Hall since
they were freshmen, noticed the respect that Hall commands.
“We know Precious is going to score, but Precious also knows that,
defense-wise, we need her to be a top player,” Mickens said. “We also
know Precious needs to open her mouth. And so … when she opens
her mouth, everybody listens.”
Brooks said that Hall was probably JMU’s second-best player last
season, as the Dukes won a CAA title and made it to the second
round of the NCAA tournament. He said that Hall deferred to Burkholder last season, understanding that it was Burkholder’s team.
But when JMU tips off against No. 23 University of California, Los
Angeles tomorrow, it’ll be her time at last.
“It’s just natural progression, it’s Precious’ turn,” Brooks said. “And
I think she’s more than ready to be able to step into that role of being
our go-to person.”
Contact Wayne Epps Jr. at breezesports@gmail.com.

Matt Schmachtenberg / The Breeze

Precious Hall runs through drills during Tuesday’s practice.
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Classifieds
Announcements

Homes for Rent

ADOPTION
Loving childless couple wishing to adopt an infant. Willing to pay legal and medical
expenses.
866-333-8686 or email
suzanneanddonadopt@gmail.
com
Let’s help each other!

8 bed 3bath house 144 N
High St. avail Aug 2015 $420
per room.
http://offcmp.us/absgza
jessesnielsen@yahoo.com

Apts for Rent
1-BR Downtown Stainless
Appliances, Hard Wood
Floors $595, 540-564-2659
http://www.castleproperty.
com
3-BR 2.5-BA Townhouse,
Stainless Appliances,
Fenced Yard, $1,030.00
http://www.castleproperty.
com 540-564-2659
Pet Friendly, 1-3BR Properties, Hard Wood Floors
http://www.castleproperty.
com 540-564-2659

DEVON LANE.
3&4 Bedroom Townhomes.
Available August 2015.
(540)435-7861.
DevonshireRentals
@gmail.com
Large Student Friendly Victorian house now renting for
fall, 2014, has four bedrooms plus a bonus room office or den with separate entrance and bike storage
room, 2 full baths, living
room, eat-in kitchen, hardwood floors, large front
porch w/ swing, Wi-Fi connection, all major kitchen appliances, Washer/ Dryer, new
roof, newly painted exterior,
off street parking for 4 -5
vehicles, 8 blocks from JMU,
4 blocks from Court Square
H’burg. NO PETS. $1500
month. Call 540-810-3631

Looking to get your

Adver t

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US

message out?

ise wit

h us!
LIKE US

LIKE US

Readership of almost 23,000
More than 100 distribution points
Bi-weekly publishings

Small batch, hand roasted coﬀee.
Freshly baked pastries & house
made sandwiches.
www.facebook.com/greenberrysharrisonburg

400 S High St Harrisonburg, VA

540.434.0111

LIKE US
ON FACEBOOK
TO GET MORE
OF THE BREEZE
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Customer Appreciation Week
November 10 – 16, 2014
Monday-Catering Giveaway

Place a Catering order on Monday, November 10th, 2014 for any day
in November or December and Receive:
1 Free Gallon of Tea with a $50 Order
1 Free Cookie Tray with a $100 Order
1 Free Cookie Tray and 2 Free Gallons of Tea with a $200 Order

Tuesday- Kids Eat Free Night

Free Kid’s Meal with purchase of an adult entrée
Free Ice Cream Bar for Kids 4pm to Close

Sweet Treat Wednesday

Raffle Ticket with a purchase of a dessert

Thirsty Thursday

Raffle Ticket with purchase of drink

Raffle Ticket Friday

Raffle ticket with purchase of an entrée

Sample Saturday

Sample Mouth Watering favorites throughout the day,
Sandwiches & Soups, Flavored Teas & Lemonade

Sunday FunDay

Raffle Ticket with the purchase of any Nachos

Enjoy In-store Offers & Raffle Ticket Give-Away
Raffle Ticket Prizes – Over $4000 in prizes

I Pad mini, Free Tea for a year, Catering package for 10, Flat Screen TV, Free Cookie
Tray, Gas Card, Free Gallon of Tea, Free Carrot Cake, Family Dinner and Movie,
McAlister’s Deli T-Shirt, Red Rider Wagon, Men’s Bicycle, Women’s Bicycle
Valid at McAlister’s Deli in
Short Pump, Gayton Crossing, West Chester, Waynesboro and Harrisonburg

Bring in this ad for a raffle ticket!
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The mementos students
bring with them to college
helps cure homesickness

College students put
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One nursing student’s
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in a couple’s apartment
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Curing homesickness
Everyone has a favorite teddy bear that’s been sitting in the corner of their room for as long as they can
remember. There in the middle of the night to ward off bad dreams and thunderstorms, it’s like a little
piece of home you can pick up and bring with you. Bringing mementos like this to college is the best way
to stave off homesickness, which is exactly what some JMU students have done.
By Jessie Bur | contributing writer

To remember
Less than a year ago, junior psy- breaks. “I just bring it with me just
chology major Melinda Potts’ friend to remember him, I guess,” she said.
Max, who had heart palpitations for “It’s right next to my bed so I can
most of his life, died
always see it.”
of a heart attack.
The pictures in
Hurt by the loss of “It keeps you
the mural feature
someone so close, balanced for when
both Potts and Max
Potts found a unique
at fun and significant
you miss home.”
way to mourn.
moments in their
“I was home for
friendship. Potts also
winter break when Melinda Potts
kept the pamphlet
h e p a s s e d aw ay , junior psychology major
from Max’s funerand I just printed a
al, but the pictures
bunch of pictures
serve as something
up and made, like, a
more.
mural,” Potts said.
“It keeps you balanced for when
Potts now brings the mural with you miss home,” she said about such
her to college and takes it home for mementos.

Maggie graff / the breeze

Junior psychology major Melinda Potts made a photo mural to honor her friend Max after his death.

To keep close

holly warfield / the breeze

Senior education major Amanda Ault discovered her locket when she was 10 years old.

Most days, senior elementary education major that when her grandmother had first gotten the
Amanda Ault can be found wearing a tiny, gold locket, she’d asked her husband to cut out the
heart-shaped locket. From a distance, it doesn’t faces of their grandchildren and put them in the
appear to be different from what other college locket.
girls wear every day. When Ault
“He’s like a big trickster,” Ault
was 4 years old, her grandmothsaid. “So instead he cut out our
er passed away, leaving behind “I didn’t really realize
feet.”
Her grandmother thought it
various interesting items, includhow meaningful it
ing some sentimental heirlooms.
was funny and decided to keep
“My mom and I, a few years was or how beautiful
the locket that way.
after she passed away, were look“Even though I found it
it
was
until
college.”
when I was like 10, maybe, I
ing through some of her jewelry
boxes … and we found this and Amanda Ault
didn’t start wearing it until cola bunch of other gold jewelry,” senior elementary
lege,” Ault said. “I didn’t really
Ault said.
realize how meaningful it was
education major
Upon finding the locket, Ault
or how beautiful it was until
remembers, “We looked inside
college.”
of it and found pictures of feet:
Now, her mom always
tells her at big events in her life to “Bring your
my feet and my brother’s.”
Noting that feet were a pretty unusual thing to grandparents along with you.”
be keeping in a locket, Ault and her mother went
looking for the story behind it. They discovered
see Memento, page 4
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memento | Students bring familiar items with them from home
To shoot

maggie graff / the breeze

Freshman nursing major Hali Padot received the bow for her 17th birthday. She uses it to practice archery at JMU.

When Hali Padot, a freshman that stands 5 feet 2 inches high.
nursing major, asked her father
Padot says the bow reminds
for a bow for her 17th birthday, her of her father, and the effort he
she expected something simple to put in to make the bow something
special.
practice archery.
“I had been
T h e b ow
also has pracasking for a much “I can express myself
tical value, as
cheaper one so
by participating in one
it equips her to
I could practice
participate in
my shooting, but of my favorite sports
he got me the nicarchery at JMU.
at the school I love.”
est one he could
“I
can
find,” she said. Hali Padot
express myself
Not only did her freshman nursing major
by particifather buy a toppating in one
of-the-line bow,
of my favorite sports at
but he outfitted it
with accessories so that she could the school I love,” Padot said.
shoot better.
“It’s almost as tall as me!” Padot Contact Jessie Bur at
said of the Samick Sage Recurve burja@dukes.jmu.edu.
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PHEASANT RUN TOWNHOMES
$430 furnished, $410 unfurnished
ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED
• Two-story townhomes with huge great rooms,
eat-in kitchens, 4 bedrooms & 2.5 baths
• Brand new access to the Bluestone Trail with
exclusive bike share rental program for residents
• Fun resident appreciation events during the year
• Plenty of front door parking on bus route
• Pets welcome in most homes
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Food and board
Couch ‘surfing’ gives students relief from unhappy living situations

photo illustration by Marshal Riggs / contributing photographer

Junior computer science major Peter Coughlin lived in Rockingham Hall his sophomore year but slept on his friend’s couch in North 38, giving him the chance to explore his love of cooking in their kitchen.
By Dominique Lategano
The Breeze

Rockingham Hall, located on Port Republic Road, is referred
to as “on-campus housing,” but some students who live there
would beg to differ. Three Rockingham residents tried to make
the best of their living situation by seeking refuge on their
friend’s couches.
“Living in Rockingham is definitely a big problem because
you can’t go anywhere or see anyone. You’re just kind of tucked
away,” Charles Bill, a sophomore intelligence analysis and history double major, said.
Bill lives in Rockingham, but he chooses to hang out and
sleep on the couch at “Stan,” a house on Gay Street that took
the name of the previous apartment Bill’s friends had rented
from Campus Edge.
“I sleep on the couch. I have a blanket and I bring over my
toothbrush and laptop, but I’m back every other day at Rockingham to get stuff,” Bill said. “[Rockingham is] basically my
closet.”
Before Stan was located on Gay Street, Stan in Campus Edge
was home to another Rockingham resident, Kellen Schmitz,
a junior finance major.
“I wanted to be a part of the apartment lifestyle,” Schmitz
said. “Just having all the basic utilities and being able to make
food like frozen pizzas — I couldn’t even store that kind of
thing in my dorm because all I had was a mini-fridge.”
Schmitz spent a majority of his days at Stan in Campus Edge
and would often walk back to Rockingham to sleep. To make
up for the time spent at Stan, Schmitz made a point of helping
out around the house and frequently buying communal items
such as toilet paper and paper towels. This year, the roommates
in Stan won’t find Bill helping out around the house.

“I honestly don’t really do anything, I’m just kind of mooching,” Bill said. “I’m not moved in but I essentially live there
without having any of my stuff.”
Bill said his parents sometimes worry that he annoys the
roommates, but Bill assured them that he’s not a bother.
The spirit of Stan attracts couch “surfers,” but the most
extreme case of surfing is the story of Peter Coughlin, a junior
computer science major.

“I wanted to be a part of the apartment
lifestyle. Just having all the basic
utilities and being able to make food
like frozen pizzas — I couldn’t even
store that kind of thing in my dorm
because all I had was a mini-fridge.”
Kellen Schmitz
junior finance major

Coughlin lived in Rockingham during his sophomore year
and occasionally spent his weekends alternating between
sleeping on a friend’s couch in South View Apartments and
another in North 38 Apartments.
“We were all night owls so we chilled pretty late and it didn’t
make sense to go home,” Coughlin said. “It just became easier
to have a sleeping bag here, and eventually I assimilated in.”
Coughlin’s home on a couch in North 38 allowed him to
escape the secluded residence of Rockingham and pursue

his love of cooking.
“Cooking is how I earned my rent, or proved my worth, so
I wasn’t just like a parasite,” Coughlin said.
Chris Burnett, a junior geographic science major and
resident of the North 38 apartment that Coughlin slept in,
appreciated Coughlin’s culinary skills.
“His amazing, amazing cooking … I learned a lot from
him just by watching him make stuff,” Burnett said. “Aw
man, he made a bunch of stuff from scratch, banana bread,
meats and lots of cool sauces.”
The roommates in North 38 found few problems with
Coughlin taking up permanent residence on the couch,
other than the occasional messiness that couldn’t be avoided with having an additional guest living on the couch 24/7.
“We didn’t mind at all, we loved it and it worked out
perfectly because no one used the couch anyways,” Burnett said.
Space in the apartment was limited and Coughlin had
to improvise to fit all of his belongings in the living space.
“I had my clothes in boxes outside, and, aw man, it
sucked on snow days or if it rained,” Coughlin said. “I had
to be aware of the weather in case I had to move my stuff
away from the balcony.”
This year, Coughlin is now an official roommate in North
38, living in the same apartment as last year — but this time
paying rent.
“My couch days are over, but I’m perfectly willing to nap
on her [the couch] a lot,” Coughlin said. “She’s definitely my napping spot on Sunday, and homework is for after
napping.”
Contact Dominique Lategano at lategada@dukes.
jmu.edu.
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Decorating on a budget
Students use craft and thrift stores to create unique apartment atmospheres
By Becca Heisner
contributing writer

The illustration, not of flowers or a nice photograph of nature,
shows a kitten and a puppy staring at a turtle. While it’s not the most
common of bathroom decorations, it may be one of the cutest. It’s
also one of the many gems that junior international business major
Gabby de Janasz has used to furnish her apartment in The Harrison.
“I have made some stupidly good Goodwill finds,” de Janasz said.
“That’s what I’m all about!”
One of her best finds is a fraternity plaque that hangs above her
bed. She tried to find out which frat it belonged to, but discovered
that it’s not actually from any at JMU, so now it hangs on her wall.
A lot of the decorations in the apartment consist of random posters
that she has collected over the years, as well as some crafts.
“I’m not really crafty,” de Janasz said. “I leave that to my roommates.”
Crafts are another thrifty way to decorate an apartment on a college
budget. Asia Hines, a program adviser (PA) for the Office of Residence
Life at JMU and senior interdisciplinary liberal studies major, makes
crafts all the time. As a PA, part of Hines’ responsibilities is helping
resident advisers with the more creative part of the job, such as creating bulletin boards, advertisements and successful programs for
residents.

“I do a lot with canvasses,” Hines said. She buys them and most of
her other craft supplies at Michaels craft store. According to Hines,
the canvas panels are cheaper there and have several uses. In addition to paintings, Hines has also used canvasses and cork boards to
pin up pictures.
Hines also makes everyday objects into decorations. For dinner
one night, she had spaghetti and decided to keep the Prego sauce
jar to turn it into a vase.
She poured acrylic paint into the jar and shook it around for a bit
to coat the inside. Now it stores fake sunflowers and serves as a bathroom decoration. She made another vase out of a Campbell’s chicken
noodle soup can, but this one holds real flowers.
Pinterest is also a good source for craft ideas and other home decorating tips. Emily Jolly, a junior nursing major, has both a craft and
a decorations board, and many of her decoration ideas have come
from Pinterest.
“I have a headboard made of frames,” Jolly said. She found
this idea as well as the decorations for her entire bathroom from
Pinterest. There are craft boards and boards dedicated to do-ityourself projects, as well as boards exclusively dedicated to
decorations.
contact Becca Heisner at heisnera@dukes.jmu.edu.

photos by mark owen / the breeze

Gabby de Janasz and Asia Hines use crafts and thrift stores
to decorate their apartments. Hines’ room (top) is filled with
handmade canvasses and decorations, while de Janasz’s
displays this fish vase from Goodwill for $3.50.
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Over the top
Students take interior design to the next level

Morgan Johnson, a graduate elementary education student.
Johnson sees her current apartment in Copper Beech
Townhomes (and most of the items in it) as a starting point
for future homes. College, she said, is a time to build your
design aesthetic.
“A $100 mirror isn’t ideal for a college student,” she said.
“But it’s something I will keep for the rest of my life.”
It’s not all grown up, though.
“I’ve thought about some of the things, like there’s a lot
of ‘hippie’ stuff I wouldn’t want in a later apartment,” she
said with a chuckle. “But I do have some pieces that I honestly already know what I’m going to use later on for an adult
style.”
Before you think that getting your apartment on their
level is a lost cause, those who are a little more design-savvy
offered up some advice on apartment decorating 101.
Senior communication studies major Erin Bounds says
it’s all about a centerpiece. The look to her apartment at The
Overlook at Stone Spring was modeled around one item that
spoke to her.
“I found [a painting] at the beach and fell in love with it,”
she said. “We based everything off its woodsy theme and
red color. I pretty much find something I love and make it
the focal point.”
She also believes that a devotion to cleaning is a big part of
keeping your home stylish. After owning a dog, vacuuming,
sweeping and dusting have become regular tasks.

2.

“The stuff that you’re getting now, this
is the stuff that you’re going to save for
when you’re paying for your own place.”
Morgan Johnson

graduate elementary education student

1.
By COREY Tierney
The Breeze

I

n a cozy apartment bedroom, gold wallpaper decorates
the wall parallel to a full-size bed covered in heavenly,
white satin sheets. A large set of monogrammed, cursive initials (comparable in size to a flat-screen TV) is
mounted above the bed and reads, “JSA.” Behind the letters
hang sheer white curtains with white icicle lights following
their path down to the floor. A hand-painted canvas is nailed
on the wall to the left of the bed displaying a Dr. Seuss quote
that says, “And will you succeed? Yes! You will, indeed! (98 and
¾ percent guaranteed).”
And that’s just one corner of the room.
North 38 Apartments house a room that could pass for the

set of an HGTV special or a photo shoot for Southern Living
magazine.
It’s junior interdisciplinary liberal studies major Jessica
Story’s room. She and a few other JMU students have taken
their college apartments as an opportunity to flex their interior
design muscles. Since transferring to JMU from a community
college and moving to Harrisonburg in August, Story has lavishly decorated both her room and apartment.
She handmade the cursive initials by using cut pieces of
corkboard, stapling fabric and applying glitter. She also painted
the quote on canvas and purchased wallpaper from a website
called tempaperdesigns.com. It isn’t technically “real” wallpaper, but rather works like a static cling.
“I guess it’s a college thing, but nobody ever sees [wallpaper], so it’s the first thing that my friends and visitors comment

on,” she said.
Story’s room is about half homemade and half Amazon.com,
a website that she says is the best for apartment decor due to
its free Amazon Prime membership for students, which offers
free two-day shipping.
“I use it because I’m terrible at waiting,” she said while
laughing.
Many of Story’s other purchases came from a thrift shop that
her grandmother owns, where she typically has her set something aside and buys it later for a quarter.
Apart from being crafty and thrifty, some students decorate their apartments as a practice run for their post-graduation
interior design plans.
“The stuff that you’re getting now, this is the stuff that you’re
going to save for when you’re paying for your own place,” said

In terms of creating a design that doesn’t scream “dorm
room,” she recommends getting away from glossy posters
and younger-looking furniture items. Also, paint can make
a world of difference.
“Make a color scheme ... find three colors that go well
together and run with that,” she said.
For those with a little more of an artistic eye, “upcycling” is a trend that Story says can make a room much
more interesting.
The process involves taking something from a consignment shop or vintage store and adding some flair with
additional items.
“Upcycling is huge — if you can find something at a thrift
store and add things like leftover trim, it helps keep things
cheap and personal,” she explained.
A devotion to design, however, isn’t always well-received.
“Usually [my friends] are like ‘this is so much, you’re in
college, come on,’ and they think it’s overdone,” Johnson said.
But overdoing it is what’s led these college decorators to
create gorgeous bedrooms and apartments, and you never
know, the next big design celebrity could be right here at JMU.
CONTACT Corey Tierney at
breezeopinion@gmail.com.

3.
Photos by Matt Schmachtenberg / The Breeze

1. Junior interdisciplinary liberal studies major Jessica Story decorated her room at North 38 Apartments with wallpaper and
multiple handmade items. She made the monogrammed letters with corkboard and fabric, and also painted the Dr. Suess quote
on the canvas next to her bed. 2. Senior communication studies major Erin Bounds and her dog Finn sit in her living room at
the Overlook at Stone Spring. She created her common area design around the painting hanging above her couch.
3. According to Bounds, her bedroom consists of items mostly from Target and TJ Maxx.
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Not your

average

roommates

holly warfield / the breeze

Junior nursing major Jonathan McMullan spent six months living with married couple Andy and Liz Miller
before moving into The Harrison apartment complex. McMullan still keeps in touch with the Millers.

Student reflects on past living experience with local couple
By Mike Ferrante
contributing writer

Strands of lights glistened and tinsel
lay scattered across the apartment of
Andy and Liz Miller. A Christmas tree
stood tall in the corner. The couple, married for over a year and a half, were set
to spend their second holiday season
together. Only this time, they weren’t
alone.
Then-sophomore nursing major
Jonathan McMullan, the Millers’ new
roommate, accompanied Andy to Target

in search of decorations for the home.
They got the decorations and started to
work.
“We basically vomited them all over,”
McMullan said. “It didn’t look great
but it was good, old-fashioned guy
decorating.”
McMullan, now a junior, spent six
months beginning in December 2013 living with the Millers in their apartment off
West Market Street, near Lowe’s and the
Harrisonburg Crossing shopping center.
see living, page 11
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Junior nursing major Jonathan McMullan has since moved out but still keeps in touch with the Millers.

living | Arrangement
allowed renter freedom
from page 10

Though he has since moved into
The Harrison, a complex that caters
to students, McMullan fondly recalls
his time living with a family. For only
$300 a month, his rent, utilities and
groceries were taken care of.
An uncommon living situation
for most JMU students, the opportunity was presented to McMullan after
other plans fell through. He reached
out to Andy, a friend he knew in the
area. They struck a deal, and McMullan moved in during winter break of
last year.
Andy works in information technology at Sentara Rockingham Memorial
Hospital and takes online classes. Liz
is a math teacher at Central High
School in Woodstock, located north of
Harrisonburg. The apartment is rarely
occupied during the day.
McMullan wasn’t home often,
either. But between the rigors of
nursing classes and his employment
downtown, he found time to get to
know Andy. The two would relax after
a busy day with “Call of Duty” on Xbox
One.
Wanting to treat him as a friend
rather than their child, the couple

allowed McMullan freedom similar
to his peers. Out of respect, however,
they had a few guidelines.
“They were a little parental in that
they frowned upon alcohol; I wasn’t
21 at the time,” McMullan said.
McMullan slept in the room across
the hall from Andy and Liz. His toiletries shared the same medicine
cabinet. So as not to be startled by the
door shutting across the hall or the
flush of the toilet, the Millers requested a text if he planned to stay out late.
As last semester came to a close, it
was time for a change.
“The only reason I left was because I
felt they needed more space,” McMullan said.
So as thousands of students waved
goodbye to their dorms for the summer, McMullan packed up his bags to
leave his temporary home.
Though their time as roommates
has ended, McMullan and the Millers
are still in touch. He still has a key to
the apartment, and when their free
times align, they try to grab a meal
together or play Xbox just as they did
when they shared the same couch.
contact Mike Ferrante at
ferranmd@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Live Life at the Top!
Enjoy Life at the Top with our conveniently located premier
student housing! 865 East offers tenants the means to escape
the stress of student life through amenities such as our Rooftop
Lounge, Game Room, Fitness Center, and much more!

Stop by today for a tour or give us a call for rates!

865 East Port Republic Road

(540) 442-8885

“ Your Home Away From Home”

1627 Devon Lane
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
(540)432 - 5525
(540)432 - 5592 fax
foxhill@umicommunities.com
www.umicomunities.com
-upl
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By Erin Mordhorst | contributing writer

1. Devon Lane

2. Neff Avenue

What it’s like
Living on Devon Lane provides a fun atmosphere for
students. Six complexes are located along Devon,
which connects to South View Apartments on Lois
Lane. “Devon Lane is the epicenter of JMU off-campus
life. The fun comes to you,” said Foxhill Townhomes
resident and senior nursing major, Matt Donovan.

What it’s like
There isn’t much of a community feel between Sunchase and
Stonegate, the two apartment complexes separated by Neff
Avenue, according to junior interdisciplinary liberal studies major
Alyssa Tower. Other than the overarching JMU pride, Sunchase
and Stonegate residents are really only connected in proximity,
sophomore communication studies major Michael Comer said. Both
complexes are pet-friendly and offer a gym for residents to use 24
hours a day.

What it’s near
Residents can walk or drive to campus, and there are
three bus routes dedicated solely to the area. Senior
social work major Sara O’Keefe, who lives in Foxhill,
likes Devon’s proximity to numerous areas of the city.
“I like that I can get to anywhere I need to in just a
few minutes,” she said.
Drawbacks
Devon has a reputation for being rowdy on the
weekends. For students who choose not to party, the
area can be too loud. However, there are apartments
in any off-campus complex that are away from the
major party scene, according to O’Keefe.

What it’s near
The apartment complexes off Neff are close to an entrance to the
Edith J. Carrier Arboretum, providing an easy and beautiful path to
campus. Residents are also a short drive away from the Valley Mall
and surrounding stores. Neff Avenue is close to most destinations
in Harrisonburg while still being removed from the most crowded
areas, according to Tower.
Drawbacks
Only two bus routes go through Neff, sometimes making it difficult
to get to and from campus by bus, Abby Eastridge, a senior
communication studies major who lives in Sunchase, said. The walk
to other apartment complexes, such as those on Devon Lane, is far
enough that Comer drives or takes the bus to get there.

3. South Main Street

4. Reservoir Street

5. Downtown

What it’s like
The apartments off South Main Street are quiet and have
a lot of space, Kelly Curci, a senior nursing major who lives
in The Mill Apartments, said. “The apartments have a very
home-like feel to them,” said Pheasant Run Townhomes
resident and sophomore psychology major Cassidy Meyer.

What it’s like
Living in one of the three main apartment complexes off
Reservoir Street – Copper Beech Townhomes, Campus View
Condominiums and Charleston Townes – provides residents
with large floor plans and access to amenities such as a gym
and swimming pool.

What it’s near
Living off South Main offers a simple commute to campus,
Curci said. There are buses that run through the area,
but many students choose to walk. Students have access
to Wal-Mart, Sheetz, Food Lion and Mr. J’s Bagels on that
side of town. South Main apartments are also near Purcell
Park. For residents 21 and older, Backcountry Restaurant
and Lounge is also located on the same street.

What it’s near
Students who live off Reservoir are close to East Market Street,
which offers the most fast food options in one area and is
close to the Valley Mall. Residents are also close to Gold Crown
Billiards and Bar, a popular Thursday-night hangout spot for
students 21 and older.

What it’s like
Downtown provides a much different atmosphere for students than any other
area in Harrisonburg. There are many houses and apartments spread out
throughout the downtown area. “Living downtown helps me to feel like I’m
actually a part of the Harrisonburg community in addition to being a JMU
student,” Gabrielle Rounbehler, a senior English major who lives on Campbell
Street, said.

Drawbacks
Living off of South Main puts you farther away from almost
all other off-campus residential areas. “My apartment
would have been perfect if it was closer to all of my
friends,” said senior quantitative finance major Marcus
DiBrito, who lived in Pheasant Run before moving closer to
more students.

Drawbacks
Traffic is a problem for students. Charleston resident Tyler
Hansen goes out of his way to avoid driving on Reservoir
because he feels that the traffic is too unpredictable. There’s
only one bus that runs through the three complexes, making
bus travel more inconvenient than in other areas, senior
communication sciences and disorders major Jae Min Yoo said.

What it’s near
Living downtown puts residents near shops and restaurants that Harrisonburg
is known for. Bars such as Jack Brown’s Beer and Burger Joint, Billy Jack’s Wing
and Draft Shack and the new Jimmy Madison’s Southern Kitchen and Whiskey Bar
are located downtown. The Harrisonburg Farmers Market is also within walking
distance of most downtown homes. Residents can typically walk to campus in 10
to 20 minutes.
Drawbacks
While the area is close to campus and boasts plenty of restaurants, downtown
residents are farther away from the majority of apartment complexes where
other students live. During the weekends especially, students living downtown
typically have to take cabs or find rides to other areas to spend time with their
friends, Kelly Sykes, a graduate student who lives in Urban Exchange, said.
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NOW HIRING!
The Breeze is looking for new
writers for the upcoming
spring semester!
Email breezeeditor@gmail.com
to get started.
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Must-haves for off-campus life

blair rosen / the breeze

By Stephanie Harris
contributing writer

The initial move-in wasn’t cheap.
The first time seniors Abigail McIntyre, a global justice major, and Alex Austin, an international affairs major,
stocked their kitchen, they realized the cost of moving off
campus.
“My first grocery shopping trip was the most expensive
thing of my entire life because you have to get like, ketchup
and mayonnaise, things that are like, always in your parent’s
refrigerator,” McIntyre said.
Luckily, “you usually don’t have to get all of it at once,”
Austin said.
Transitioning to apartment life requires some investment,
but with some basic essentials, the switch doesn’t have to
be too difficult.

For the kitchen
What can a global justice major and an international affairs
major teach you about stocking a kitchen? As the daughter of
a Northern Virginia caterer, McIntyre practically grew up a in
a kitchen. And for Austin, the only vegetarian in her family,
it was either learn to cook or starve.
“I was the only vegetarian in my house, for like, five years,
so it was make your own food or eat what they gave you,”
Austin said.
The bare essentials include pots, pans and flatware. Austin
recommends microwave-safe, light-colored plates because
darker flatware will “collect the heat [in the microwave] as

opposed to the food, so your plate’s going to get hot and your
food’s going to stay cold.”
You will also need a spatula for cooking on the stove, but
be wary of plastic utensils; they can melt with the heat.
Some splurge-worthy investments for the kitchen include
a blender (which can double as a food processor), a rice
cooker, a coffee pot and a Brita filter so you can bring bottles
filled with clean, purified water to campus. As for food, start
off with the things you’re already used to having on hand,
such as ketchup, ranch dressing and other condiments. Soy
sauce and Sriracha, which is a type of hot sauce made from
chili peppers, are great for livening up a rice dish. Basic seasonings to start with include cumin, garlic and oregano, plus
your fundamental salt and pepper.

For the medicine cabinet
Gloria Diamond, a nurse and mother of JMU senior media
arts and design and writing, rhetoric and technical communications double major Emily Diamond, knows how to
prepare for the onslaught of medical trials that college students face.
Her first piece of advice: “Think of your mom’s medicine
cabinet.”
There are several different areas to cover with medical supplies, the first of which includes a thermometer, tweezers for
splinters, an over-the-counter anti-inflammatory, bandages,
peroxide and antibiotic ointment.
Second comes cold and allergy medicines, a decongestant and cough medicine, and maybe a neti pot for stubborn
allergies.

For bumps and bruises, have an ice pack, hot water bottle
and Ace bandage on hand.
Stomach medicine like an antacid is important, “especially
with binge eating while studying.”
Lastly, make sure you know of doctors’ offices in the area
and have their numbers recorded somewhere in case you
need them.

Cleaning supplies
What started as a joke turned into an agreement for senior
communication science and disorders major Sierra Stevens.
Stevens has a deal with her roommates — she will clean their
bedrooms for a small fee of $5.
“Organizing yourself is biggest over cleaning,” Stevens
said.
Her apartment in The Harrison boasts spotless surfaces,
scented candles and happy roommates.
“My favorite thing I’ve bought by far is definitely my vacuum,” Stevens said.
A Swiffer is a great tool for laminate and tile flooring.
Additionally, you’ll need dish soap and sponges for the
kitchen and Lysol or Clorox wipes for cleaning general
surfaces.
Having your own space is a difficult adjustment, but
these essentials make it a little easier. As long as you know
your basic needs, you’ll make it through the first month
or so before you have to worry about harder necessities.
Contact Stephanie Harris at
harri2sc@dukes.jmu.edu.
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